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PLAIN PROOF TO THE POOR THAT THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD: 
By Thomas Gisborne, M. A. 


I onperstanp, my friends, that at- 
tempts are diligently making to per- 
suade you that the Buble is not the 
word of Gop. I hear too that many 
among you are unhappy enough, for 
so you must allow me to express my- 
self, to have bad their faith in this ho- 
ly book shaken by those endeavours. 
As you have been brought up in a free 
and a Protestant country, where the 
Scriptures are open to every person, 
and are constantly explained in the 
places of public worship; I fear that 
{shall not speak honestly, if I do not 
say, that a distrust of the truth of the 
Bible must be a very serious sin on 
your part. But I will not dwell on 
that point at present, lest you should 
think that | am inclined to blame you 
unreasonably. For perhaps you will 
reply to me, “ Gop will not require us 
to believe a book, of which we do not 
know whether it came from him or 
not, and how can we know? You tell 
us that it is his word. Other persons 
bring many plausible objections against 
it, and assure us that it is not his word. 
We have no learning. How are we 
to judge which of these opinions is 
right ?” 

1 will take the matter then on the 
grotind on which it is thus placed. 
And though I cannot admit that Gop 
may not most justly require that you 

2 ADVOCATE, VOL. 1, 


should long ago have believed a book 
which came from Him, of which. you 
may be still remaining uncertain whe- 
ther it came from Him or not; yet lat 
once acknowledge that He will not re- 
wre you to believe that a book comes 
ek Him, concerning which you have 
no sufficient méans of being well sat- 
isfied that it does come from Him. 
You may be ignorant that a book comes 
from Him, because you may not have 
been willing to take the pains to en- 
quire and examine into the subject. 
lonorance in that case is your own 
fault ; and never can stand as your ex- 
cuse. But you say that there are dif 
ferent opinions as to the truth of the 
Bible, and that you have not learning 
to judre between them. I could wish 
for the moment that you were endued 
with learning; because | could then 
place before you many conclusive ar- 
guments for the truth of the Bible, 
which it would now be unsuitable for 
me tomention. But learning undoubt- 
edly is not required from persons in 
your station of life: for Gop has ap- 
pomted*that your time must be so con- 
tinually employed in other ways, that 
you cannot have leisure to gain what 
we commonly call learning. And 
therefore He will not hold you guilty 
for not knowing, such things as cannot 
be comprehended without the help of 
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learning. ~But I may undertake to 
show you that, without possessing 
learning, you may see abundant rea- 
sons, if you will attend to them, for 
being convinced that the Bible is true. 
If the fact. be so, you will justly be 
condemned -by Aimighty Gop, if you 
do not believe the Bible. 


This, be assured, is no subject of 


light consideration: 1 would speak to 
you concerning it as [ would speak to 
myself. For myself | have no hopes 
of salvation but those which are given 
to me by the Bible. lam certain that 
by my sins I deserve the condemnation 
wich the Bible pronounces to be pre- 
pared for sinners. I know that I can- 
not undo any pastsin. I know that I 
cannot make amends before Gop for 
any one of my past sins; for all the 
right things that I nay do for the time 
to come will be no more than my 
bounden duty at the time of doing 
them. | amcertajn that, if I live, I 
shall commit more sin. Iam certain 
that the very best actions which I may 
periorm will be in themsélves defect- 
ive through a mixture of sin in them, 
and will in consequence stand in need 
oi forgiveness. I have therefore no 
hopes of pardon, and of happiness af- 
ter death, except through redemption 
by the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; which redemption is revealed 
to me in the Bible. Now, my friends, 
{ cannot but look upon you as standing 
precisely in the same situation with 
myself as to all these points. IL redard 
you as in the same danger with my self; ; 
as having the same salvation offered 
to you as to myself through the blood 
of Christ, who by the grace of Gop 
tasted death for every man, and only 
through that blood; as equally inter- 
ested with myself in that most impor- 
tant declaration of the Bible, that 
theré is no other name under heaven, 
given among men, whereby we may 
be saved, but the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Most deeply then are 
you interested in the inquiry whether 
the Bible is the word of Gop. 
In all inguiries the great point is, to 
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carry them on fairly. Otherwise we 
only deceive ourselves by pretending 
to inquire; and are almost certain to 
be led to a false judgmem. If we 
would know whether the bible is the 
word of Gop, we must carry,on the 
examination with impartial minds; we 
must be as ready to believe on sufli- 
cient proof that the Bible comes. from 
Gop, as to believe the contrary. Now 
there isa circumstance which makes 
us naturally less willing to believe that 
the Bible is the word of Gop, than to 
believe that it isnot. The Bible po- 
sitively forbids every kind of sin, and 
threatens it with punishment here and 
hereaiter. We naturally love to in- 
dulge ourselves in these things which 
the Bible forbids; and theretore have 
a leaning in our hearts against the Bi- 
ble, and a disposition to wish that it 
may not be true. Unless this leaning 
be as it were set straight, we eha!l 
come, not with impartial minds, but 
with minds in a prejudiced and an un- 
fair state, to the enquiry whether the 
Bible is the word of Gop. How is 
this leaning to be set straight ? Per- 
haps you will reply ;—* We must 
strive to do all we can to judge fairly.” 
By all means. And there is one thing 
in particular which you can do for the 
purpose, and which I think you will 
perceive with me to be most highly 
reasonable. You can earnestly pray 
to Gop to bring your minds into an im- 
partial state, and to enable you to 
judge fairly whether the Bible is His 
word. 

Let me now go on to the proof that 
the Bible is His word: a proof which, 
I said betore, it will not require learn- 
ing on your pari to unders tand. 

The Bible is at any rate a very an- 
cient book. You may safely take my 
word that it is so; because the persons 
who deny the truth of the Bible do not 
deny its antiquity. Its antiquity can- 
not be denied. The early books of 
the Old Testament were confessedly 
writien and openly read above three 
thousand years ago, and the latter 
books above two thousand. And the 
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books of the New Testament are also 
acknowledged by infidels themselves 
to have Sena written and made public 
more than seventeen hundred years. 
But you will say,—* The antiquity of 
a book does not prove the book to be 
true.” You say right. A book-may 
be very old, and very ialse.. Observe, 
then, that Lam not bringing forward 
the antiquity-of the Bible as any proof 
of its truth. I mention its antiquity 
for the following reason only; name- 
ly, to shew you that at all events the 
Bible.is no modern fabrication, pur- 
pose'y contrived to deceive yourselves 
or your great grandfathers, ‘and to ob- 
tain some advanta; ge for other persons 
at your or their expense. 

The Bible is either the word of Gon, 
or the word of man. [If it does not 
come irom Gon, it is of course the in- 
vention of man. If it be an invention 
of man, it isa book full of falsehood: 
for it certainly declares itself to be the 
word of Gop. Its language concern- 
ing itself, whether of parts or of the 
whole; is always of this kind.—Gop 
spake all these words—The Lorp hath 
spoken—Thus saith the Lord Goo—The 
Gospels in truth the word of Gopo— 
All Scripture ts given by inspiration of 
Gop. 

if aman forges any writiog which 
relates to a matter of consequence, he 
forges it that he may gain some advan- 
tage to himself at the expense of oth- 
ers. If any person forges a will, he 
does so that he may get the property 
for himself from the lawful heirs. If 
he counterfeits a bank note, it is that 
he may defraud the bank of the amount, 
or any one whom he can persuade to 
take the note. If he forges a receipt 
to a tradesman’s bill, which he owes 
and is required to pay; it is that he 
may keep both the goods and the mo- 
ney which they were to have cost. If 
he deliberately composes,in a letter, 
je in a book, a falsehood, or a number 

f falsehoods, relating to a subject 
which is of importance to him; he 
does it for some private end of his own. 
Are not these things plain from com- 
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mon experience ? If we suppose then 
that the Pible isa forgery, an inven- 
tion of designing men; we cannot but 
conclude, that the object of the for- 
gers was to gain some advantage to 
themselves at the expense of other 
people, to secure some private end of 
their own. 


The certainty of this conclusion is 
confirmed by reflecting how much 
time and trouble it w ould cost any 
man, or set of men, to fabricate a book 
like the Bible; a book so large, con- 
taining so vast a variety of matter, 
treating of so many subjects, and pro- 
fessing to describe the events of some 
thousands of years. Certainly no 
crafty forgers svould have underiaken 
the labour of contriving and com- 
posing such a book, without intend- 
ing to be well paid for their pains 
by advantages of which the book 
was to put them into secure possession. 


We may therefore lay down the fol- 
lowing rule: If the Bible be a forge- 
ry, we shall assuredly find it giving to 
the class of persons who fabricated it 
great advantages and privilegés of 
some kind, and probably great licence 
in moral conduct, over other men, and 
at the expense of other men. 

Bearing this rule steadily in mind, 
let us proceed with our examination. 

If the Bible be supposed a forgery, 
by what class of men was it forged ? 
What class of men do you suspect of 
having invented and contrived it ? 


Perhaps you may reply that it is 
most likely to. have been forged by. 
Kings and Governors, in order to es- 
tablish their authority and to Increase 
their power. 

Uucoubtedly the Bible delivers re- 
peated commands to subjects concern- 
ing their behaviour towards their ru- 
lers. And the amount of all thee 
commands is this; that subjects are or- 
dered, under pain of Gon’s severe dis- 
pleasure, to render to rulers the re- 
spect and the honour due to their sta- 
tion; and to obey them in all things 
which are agreeable to the law of 
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Gop, and authorized by the laws and 
usages of the country. Is there any 
thing unreasonable in these demands ? 
Do they confer any unfair or exorbi- 
tant privileges on rulers? If lawful 
rulers are not respected and honoured 
according to their station, and lawfully 
obeyed in all things lawfal, could any 
government of any kind go on? Must 
not the country become a prey to all the 

calamities of having no government 
at all, and every man be left to de- 
spoil and devour his neighbeur? If 
any one of you were made a ruler, 
would he not justly think it reasona- 
ble that he should be treated with the 
respect and honour belonging to his 
station, and that he should be obeyed 
according to the laws? You see, then, 
that the directions which the Bible 
contains on these points, do not afford 
any pretence for thinking that it was 
forged by Kings and Governers, or for 
their sakes. 

I will now shew you proofs that it 
was not forged by Kings or Governors, 
or for theirsakes; for 1 will show you 
that it contains many things-which it 
never would have contained if it bad 
been forged by Kings and rulers, or 
for their sakes. For example: the 
Bible expressly declares, that Gov 1s 
no respecter of persons. It pronounces 
that all men are brethren; that Gop 
loves the poor, and will avenge them 
if they are oppressed; that every 
man is bound to do to every other man, 
as he would wish the other to do to 
him. It commands all Kings and Goy- 
ernors to rule in justice and mercy, 

and the fear of Gon.. It abounds in 
threatertings from Gop against unjust 
rulers, and in examples of Gon’s tudg- 
ments executed upon them. It aftirms 
that every man, the King as exactly as 
the lowest subject, shall give an ac- 
count of himseH’ to Gop before the 


judgment seat of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 


and shall be rewarded or punished 
according to his deeds while in the 
body. Kings and Governors, if they 
had been wicked enough to fabricate 
the Bible, never would have filled ‘it 








[ MARCH. 


with such examples and declarations 
as these. Farther: the Kings men- 
tioned in the Bible may be said gene- 
rally to be either heathen Kings or 
Jewish Kings. The heathen ‘Kings 
are commonly, as you might expect, 
described as wicke d. Of the Jewish 
Kings, forty one, with their respective 
histories and characters, are noticed 
in the Old Testament; and if you add 
from the New Testament four or five 
rulers of the family of Herod, the 
whole number will be about forty six, 
Now, of this whole number, tbree 
fourths are pronounced to be decided- 
ly wicked: of the remainder, several 
are questionable characters. So that 
the number of good Kings among the 
forty six is very small: and in the con- 
duct even of most of these, some con- 
siderable blemishes are represented. 
if Kings and rulers had fabricated the 
Bible, they would certainly have made 
the bad Kings and rulers very few in 
comparison with the good. 

If Kings and rulers then did not 
forge the Bible, and you still suppose 
that it may have been forged; whom 
do you now suspect of the forgery ? 

Probably you will answer, * We sus- 
pect that it was forged by Priests.” 

Why ? Let us go to onrrule. Does 
it give to Priests great advantages and 
privileges, and great license in moral 
conduct, over others and at the ex- 
pense of others? Examine the Bible 
as to this matter. Observe, in the first 
place, its solemn declarations, already 
mentioned, that Gop is no respecter of 
persons ; that all men are brethren ; 
that all shall be judged according to 
their works. In these points, you see, 
which comprehend every thing the 
most important, Priests have no ad- 
vantage over any other men. ‘The 
Bible also requires the strictest holi- 
ness from Priests; and proclaims that 
ungodly Priests shall be punished with 
extraordinary severity. It is true that 
under the Old Testament, the tribe of 
Levi, the ministers of religion among 
the Jews, had tythes appointed for 
their support. ‘hey were of course 
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to be supported some way ; and it does 
not appear that their tythes made 
them richer, than their neighbours. 
And it is a positive certainty that. be- 
cause they were to receive tythes, 
Gop assigned them a much smaller 
portion of land than he allotted to the 
other tribes. All the New Testament 
says concerning the maintenance of 
Priests is, that they who preach the 
gospel must live by the gospe!; that 
the peopie must furnish them with a 
livelihood, on the general principle of 


just.ce—that the labourer is worthy of 


his reward; on the principle that a 
man who labours for others in any 
way, is entitled toa fair recompense 
from the person for whom he labours. 
And is it not equality just that a man 
who gives up his time for your advan- 
tage, in teaching you how to save your 
soul, should receive a recompense 
from you, as that another should be 
paid, who is employed for your bene- 
fit in making a parr of shoes or a ta- 
ble ? But thecNew Testament neither 
directs how much shall be the salary 
of a minster of religion, nor in what 
shape the salary shali be provided. If 
crafty Priests had forged the New 
Testament, they would have taken 
better care of their worldly interest. 
In the East Indies, many hundred years 
ago, a set of cunning Pagan Priests 
forged a book, whic h they pretended 
to come from Gon, and persuaded the 
ignorant inhabitants to believe. In 
that book the Priests are authorized in 
fact to do whatever they will, and the 
most dreadful curses and punishments 
are denounced against every man who 
shall not submit in every thing to the 
Priest. This is just what you might 
expect in a book forzed by Priests ; 

and just what you do not find in the 
slightest degree in the Bible. Nay, 

SO ‘plain i is it, that the Bible grants no 
undue privileges to Priests, that the 
Popish Priests, who for the ‘last thou- 
sand years have claimed a great many 
unjust privileges and advantages over 
the laity, have taken every n method to 
keep the Bible out ef the hands of the 
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people, lest the falschood of the claims 
should be detected. 

You are satisfied, I trust, that the 
Bible, if forged, was not forged by 
Priests. Whom shall we suspect ? 
Shall we fix upon Lawyers? You will 
be ready, I know, at once to say, that 
if Lawyers made the Bible, they will 
certainly have provided in it wert for 
their own interests, 

Now it happens that the Bible, af- 
fer commanding that justice shall be 
equally administered to every man, 
rich or poor, makes distinct mention 
of Lawyers very seldom: and that 
nearly all which it speaks concerning 
them, is to pronounce heavy condem- 
nation against wicked Lawyers of eve- 
ry description ; and to express strong 
disapprobation of Christians who go 
to law at all, except in some case of 
urgent necessity ; and to recommend 
that disputes be settled by friendly ar- 
bitration. 

It is clear then ffat the Bible, if it 
was contrived by men, was not con- 
trived by Lawyers. Whom else do 
you suspect? Do you think it was 
written by Admirals‘and Generals ? 

Of Admirals and sea Captains the 
Bible takes no particular notice. Ofh- 
cers in the army and soldiers are nam- 
ed at times, and exactly in the same 
manner as any other person, and with- 
out the smallest advantage given to 
them in any way. And they are per- 
emptorily commanded to do no vio- 
lence to any man, not to accuse any 
man falsely, and to be contented with 
their pay. If persons whose profes- 
sion is that of bearing arms, whether 
by sea or by land, have no privileges, 
no advantages, no license in moral 
conduct, of any kind, allowed them 
beyond other men by the Bible; it is 
quite clear by our rule, that they did 
not fabricate the Dible. But I have 
even a stronger proof still, that if it 
were fabricated, they had nothing to 
do with fabricating it. For the Bible 
repeatedly, declares its determination 
to put an end to their profession alto- 
gether. The Bible sets its face against 
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war; and affirms it to be a great evil, 
occasioned by our sins. The Bible 
declares that when the religion which 


it teaches shall fully prevail upon 
earth, men shall beat their swords into 


ploughshares, and their spears into 


pruning hooks ; that nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they a war any more; that 
the world shall rest in universal and 
perpetual peace. 

ls there any other class of persons 
whom you suspect? Do you suspect 
Physicians? They are very seldom 
noticed*in the Bible; and never with 
any distinction in their favour. Or do 
you suspect merchants and traders ? 
Not a word in the Bible grants them 
any advantage. over others. And the 
anger of Gop is strongly proclaimed 
against merchanis, who use balances of 
deceit: false weights and false mea- 
sures are declared to be an abomina- 
tion in his sigat: the artifices and the 
lies so commonly employed in traffic 
and bargains; and the presumptuous 
spirit of self dependence in which 
trade is frequently undertaken, are 
most forcibly described: and every 
sort of imposition is threatened with 
the vengeance of the Most High. 

I am confident -you do not suspect 
your brethren the poor in former ages 
of having invented the Bible. 

There can remain, |. believe, only 
one description of men not yet brought 
forward by me, whom it is possible 
you may suspect. You may have a 
confused notion that the Bible was con- 
trived by the rich. Look thén into 
the Bible. . How hardly shall they that 
have riches enter into the kingdom of 
Gov. Lay not up for yourselves trea- 


sures upon earth. The love of money is 
the root of allevil. Is this like a book 
fabricated by rich men ? Read the pa- 
rable of the rich man and the beggar 
Lazarus; and observe the rich man 
cast into hell, though it does not ap- 
pear that he was unjust or hard heart- 
ed, but because he was devoted to 
luxury and self indulgence and the 


love of worldly things. Would rich 
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men have made such a parable, if they 
had forged the Bible? Or would they 
have the history of the widow’s mite, 
with the remarks of Christ upon it? 
Read a few passages out of many to 
which I might direct you. The decett- 
fulness of riches chokes the word of Gop 
inthe heart. They that will be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare, and in- 
to many foolish and hurtful lusts, that 
drown men in destruction and perdition. 

Let not the righ man glory im his riches. 

He that getteth riches, and not by right, 
shall leave them in the midst of his days, 
and at his end shall be a fool. The rich 
man is wise in his own conceit; but the 
poor that hath understanding searcheth 
him out. Gop accepteth not the person of 
Princes, nor regardeth the rich more than 
the poor. He that oppresseth the poor 
reproacheth his Maker. He that mock- 
eth the poor reproacheth his Maker. The 
rich and the poor meet together: the 
Lorp is the Maker of them all. If rich 
men had wickedly invented the Bible, 
the doctrine would have bétn very dif- 
ferent from this. Attend also to the 

following circumstances. Our Saviour 
himself, says the Bible, far from re- 
garding riches, was born and lived and 
died in poverty. He appointed bis 
Apostles from among the poor and dis- 
pised. He declares ina very emphat- 
ical manner concerning himself, that 
he came to preach the gospel to the 
poor. When it was preached by his 
disciples in different countries, the rich 
commonly rejected it, while multitudes 
of the poor.received it With faith and 
joy. ‘Thus St. Paul reminds the Corin- 
thians, that not many wise men of the 
world, not many mighty, nor many no- 
ble had believ ed; but that Gop had 
chosen the unlearned, and the weak, 

and the poor. So St. James affirms, 

that Gop had chosen the poor of this 
world, rich in faith, to be heirs of his 
kingdom. If rich men had invented 


the Bible would they have made these 
distinctions all against the rich, all 
doing honour to the poor ? 

My friends, you are now prepared, 
I trust, to exclaim with me: 
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Bible is not the word of man!” If so, 
the Bible is and must be the word of 
Gop. 

The Bible is the word of Gop: and 
the more faithfully you study the sa- 
cred volume, the more will your hearts 
be penetrated by this most important 
truth. In the scriptures you will find 
every thing revealed, which”is neces- 
sary to guide you to happiness in this 
world and in that which is to come.— 
You will behold the brightest display 
of the power, the wisdom, the holiness, 
the justice, the mercy, of the pation 
and eternal Gon, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. You will see the 
state of your own heart, as by nature 
corrupt, alienated from Gop,.and un- 
der the dominion of eyil; and the 
greatness of the sins in which you have 
lived. You will see pardon, which 
you could do nothing to purchase, 
bought for you by the blood of the Son 
of Gop: and sanctification of heart un- 
to repentance, unto faith, unto obedi- 
ence in every good work, freely ofier- 
ed to you, for the sake of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, by the Holy Spirit. You 
will see inconceivable glory and bless- 
edness awaiting you in Heaven, if you 
perseveringly seek for divine grace to 
enable you to live unto Christ who di- 


ed for you, and prove the sincerity of 


your Christian profession by a steady 
life of holiness unto the end. You will 
see judgments the most tremenduous 


and enduring in reserve for the wicked. 


The wicked shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishment, but the righteous into 
life eternal. Cleave then unto the Bi- 
ble as to your best treasure. Be con- 
stantly on your guard against the artifi- 
ces of ungodly men, who endeavour by 
crafty objections and blasphemous in- 
sinuations, either in word or in writing, 
to undermine your well grounded faith. 
Instantly withdraw your ears from such 
languagepand your eyes from such pub- 
li€ations. Keep ata distance from pol- 
‘lution and contagion. Be faithful to 
the Lorp your Gop. Love, cherish, 
and obey, in every thing, His Holy 
Word. Remember tbat all persons 
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who believe the Bible to be true, but 
do not sincerely love and obey it, are 
numbered in the Scripture among un- 
believers. 


Se eel 


' SERMON. 


“* And ashe reastned of righteousness, tem 
perance and judgement to come, Feliz trem- 
bled.—Acts xx _, 25. 3 ef. 

Wuo that venerates St. Paul or the 
doctrine he preached, would not wish 
to have been present on the occasion 
here described! Who would not wish 
to have beheld him, standing before the 

Roman Governor, giving an account of 

his faith, and stating the doctrines and 

duties of the gospel, in such an affect- 
ing manner, as made ever his judge to 
tremble ! 

I. In attempting a few remarks at 
this time we will first consider the 
substance of the Apostle’s reasoning, 
righteousness, temperance and judg- 
ment to come.’ , 

It is not to be supposed, that the 
Apostle conhied himself to these three 
particulars; for this would not have 
been consistent with the great object 
of his mission. The vetse before the 
text informs us, that “ Felix sent for 
Paul, and heard him concerning the 
faith in Christ.” So that we may be- 
lieve the general doctrines of the gos- 
pel were exhibited in the course of the 
interview. ‘But yet, these three points 
had so large a share in the disceurse, 
and were urged with so much warmth, 
and produced such a powerful effect 
upon the wicked Felix, that they are 
particularly mentioned by the sacred 
writer. From the whole transaction 
we may discover that the Apostle made 
the christian faith, and christian duties, 
and the final judgment the subjects of 
his discourse at this time, and hence we 
may infer, that while the preacher at 
this day is dwelling upon any oi these 
subjects, he is within the sphere of 
his duty. 

But this discourse of St. Paul is wor- 
thy of special notice on account of its 
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being peculiarly suitable for his hear- 
er. Felix is represented as having 
been much addicted to injustice and in- 
temperance. ‘The Roman historian, 
says, that “the impunity, which he 
promised himself from his high station, 
tempted him to commit all manner of 
lust and violence.”* And the Jewish 
historian Josephus declares, that Diu- 
silla, who was now called his wife, and 
who now sat with him in judgment, 
was actually the wife of another man. 
Nothing then could be more to the 
purpose, than a discourse concerning 


‘righteousness and temperance before a 


man of such a wicked and licentious 
character. Nothing could be more 
Suitable, than to put this sinful judge 
in mind of that holy and impartial tri- 
bunal, before which he must one day 
appear. Thus St. Paul adapted his 
discourse to the situation of his hearer, 
and regardless of his own danger, seem- 
ed to consult nothing but the spiritual 
good of that great personage, before 
whom he was now on ‘trial for his life. 
Do we not admire the wisdom, the sin- 
cerity and the zeal, of this eminent 
Apostle? 

What could have been more wise, in 
him,than to answer the governor in such 
a manner as should be most likely to 
do him good? He is now called upon 
to give an account of his faith. He 
complies, and discourses in such a way 
us to set those paris of christianity in 
the clearest light, Wnich Felix needed 
most to consider. ‘Thus he turned his 
apology into a powertul exhortation, 
and showed the Governor his guilt and 
danger, before he was aware of the 
design. 

What could have been more sincere 
and disinterested than the spirit which 
the Apostle manifested on this occasion? 
He stood'accused of heinous crimes and 
was ready to sink under the power and 
malice of his enemies. But yet, cast- 
ing all his cares and dangers upon the 
Lorp, he turns his whole thoughts, and 
bends his whole force, towards promot- 
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ing the spiritual welfare of those who 
were present. He does not flatter the 
judge, to gain his favor—but rather en- 
deavours to convince him of the unrea- 
sonableness and danger ofa sinful tife, 
and the importance of being prepared: 
to appear before the Judge supreme. 
Surely simplicity and godly sincerity 
were here exhibited by the great A- 
postle. 

And what undaunted courage and 


zeal were here displayed in his con- 


duct? He feared not to utter necessa- 
ry truths to a wicked man, who had 
power to put him to death. He could 
not indeed have been insensible of his 
danger, knowing that Felix must be un- 
willing to think of his sms, and that 
Drusilla would endeavour to prevent 
his reformation. Yet none of these 
considerations repressed his zeai— 
which indeed he regulated with pru- 
dence, but at the same time in such a 
manner, as to strike terror and contu- 
sion into the sinner’s heart. We shouid 
copy this excellent example, and never 
shrink from an opportunity of promot- 
ing the gospel or doing good to men’: 
souls. We should resoive at ail times 
to do our duty, without fear or favor, 
and at ail events to make the glory of 
Gop and the good of men our principal 
objects. Prudence and discretion 
should, guide our conduct; but zeal 
should actuate our souls, Such is the 
instruction to be drawn trom the exam- 
ple of this Apostle, when before a wick- 
ed magistrate he “ reasoned of righte- 
ousness, temperance, and judgment te 
come.” ‘The subjects of righteous- 
ness,temperance and judgment to come, 
[ shall presume, are so far understood 
by my hearers, that it is unnecessary 
for me to discuss. them. 

Il. I shall therefore proceed to re- 
mark, in the second place, that the A- 
postle “reasoned.”—He treated his 


subject in a calm and rational way— 


not with violent exclamations,—for, if 
he had, Felix would have driven him 
from his presence. But he argued 
with soberness and deliberation,—be- 
ing fully sensible, that this is the only 
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way to produce a substantial and abid- 
ing impression. Doubtiess he showed 
-that righteousness and temperance 
were reasonable in the nature of things, 
conducive to the honor of Gop and the 
eood of his creatures,—that af could 
not be pleasing and acceptable to an in- 
finitely holy Being, and that obstinate 
sinners most justly apprehend a fature 
reckoning. Probabiy he then went 
on to declare, that the Lorp had re- 
vealed his displeasure against sin, and 
had solemnly threatened eternal judg- 
ment against all obstinate trangressors. 
This declarat:on he confirmed probably 
by reference to miracles, which all can- 
did men would acknowledge to be evi- 
dence of divine truth. ‘The conduct 
of this Apostle should be an example 
to all preachers of the gospel. He 
* reasoned,”—not only on this, but on 
many other occasions. In the apolo- 
gies which he made for himself and the 
gospel, and in the epistles which he 
wrote at different times, we find him 
continually reasoning,—not merely 
laying down doctrines, but proving 
them by reason and argument. ‘Thus 
he has sanctified reason to the purpos- 
es of religion, and has showed us, that 
the best sort of good preaching con- 
sists in good reasoning. 

We ought however to distinguish 
carefully in what manner reason is to 
be used. If we should see a miracle 
performed ; the sick or lame healed, or 
the blind restored to sight, or the dead 
raised, with only a touch or a word, 
reason would teach us that it was real, 
though we could not discover the man- 
nerin whichitwas done. Orifacom- 
petent number, say ten or twelve differ- 
ent men should declare the fact, and 
should suffer death in defence of their 
declaration, reason would require us 
tobelieve them. If anumber of differ- 
ent facts should be foretold, at various 
times and by various men, all relating 
to one main subject, and should finally 
take place as they had been predicted, 
reason would require us to believe, that 
these men were divinely inspired, and 
that the doctrines thcy taught were 

10 «ADVOCATE, vob. 1. 
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true and important. And if a system 
of religion should be set beiore us, 
most pure and holy in its nature, and 
adapted to the condition of sinful men, 
—and should appear to be proved by 
miracles and by prophecies, reason 
would require us to receive it, even 
though some of its doctrnes should be 
above our comprehens.on, and others 
very different trom what we shouid 
have expected. Reason then has 
much to do on the subject of relig:en. 
It must examine and weigh the argu- 
ments adduced in favour of divine rev- 
elation, and must not admit its truth, 
till it is clearly proved. But when it 
is proved, upon rational princ’pies, and 
by rational arguments ; reason is bound 
to assent to it and receive it as from 
Heaven. And it has another office ‘o 
perform further. After assenting to 
the truth of holy scripture, reason 
must examine it, and see what are its 
doctrines. It must search mto every 
part of the sacred volume, caretully 
examine the different passages relat- 
ing to each subject, and candidly en- 
deayor to ascertain the true meaning. 
And when the true doctr.nes of the 
gospel are thus discovered, reason 
teaches that they should be received 
and embraced, even though scme of 
them may be materially different trom 
what we shouid have expected. — It 
would be very absurd to acknowledge 
the reality of divine revelation, and 
then shrink from some of ite docirines, 
because we couldnet comprehend them. 
We must admit them ali, just as they 
are set before us, and must consider it 
more likely, that our own minds had 
taken up wrong notions, than that the 
Lorn had revealed to us erroneous doc- 
trines. In the first place we must rea- 
son to ascertain the truth of scripture ; 
then we must reason to find out what 
it teaches; and after this we must not 
be so unreasonable, as to reject or per- 
yert a single doctrine contained in if. 
Ilf. But let us proceed to consider 
the effect of St. Peul’s reasoning as 
mentioned in the text. “Felix trem- 
bled.” His mind was struck with hor- 
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ror at the view of his sins, and the ap- 
prehension of punishment, and he 
trembled even upon the judgment seat. 
Notwithstanding his exalted station, 
he was deeply moved at the solemn 
truths delivered by a prisoner standing 
before him. 

Behold here the efficacy of the di- 
vine word when rightly handled and 
applied. It is “ sharp as a two edged 
sword,” aad will find out the secret sin, 
and touch the obdurate heart. When 
our Lorp opened the scriptures to the 
two disciples going to Emmaus, their 
hearts “ burned within them.’”*> When 
Philip explained the Prophet, the Eu- 
nuch was convinced and embraced the 
faith. When Peter preached to the 
multitude on the day of Pentecost, ma- 
ny were pricked at the heart, convert- 
ed to the faith, and added to the chris- 
tian Church. And here, when Paul 
reasoned of righteousness, temper- 
ance, and judgment to come, “ Felix 
trembled.”—Such is the power of 
truth, when commissioned to go 
forth and prosper. Such is the pow- 
erful influence, of the word of Gon.— 
It prevails over difficulties, and is 
mighty to the pulling down of strong 
holds.” How different the effect, 
when Tertullus pleaded against Paul. 
He was a celebrated orator; but his 
studied eloquence made no impression 
upon Felix ; whereas St. Paul’s speech 
moved him to his inmost soul. The 
Apostle spake to the consciences of his 
hearers ; and therefore he prevailed. 

How should this instance reproach 
our stupidity! A great and’ wicked 
heathen trembled at the Apostle’s doc- 
trine; the same doctrine frequently 
sounds in our ears without any sensible 
effect. In his discourses and epistles 
he still reasons upon the same sub- 
jects,—but to little or no purpose,— 
his words seem like idle tales, neither 
felt nor regarded by the hearers. For 
this stupid indifference Felix will one 
day rise up in judgment against us ; for 
he heard, and “ trembled.” 

We may observe again, that though 
Helix trembled, yet Drusilla, the part- 
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ner of his crimes, appears to have been 
unmoved.—The only reason we can 
assign for this, is that she, being a 
Jewess, had been better instructed, had 
sinned against greater light, and conse- 
quently was more hardened in guilt.— 
Hence we may raise this general re- 
flection, that the more advantages any 
one has for knowing and doing his duty, 
the greater will be his guilt, and the 
more desperate his case, if he neglects 
it. It is perhaps easier, in many in- 
stances, to chiistianize a professed 
heathen, than to bring a wicked believ- 
er toa true sense of his sins, and to 
true repentance. 

Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter—How long Felix con- 
tinued seriously impressed, we are nof 
informed. He abruptly broke off the 
discourse, and dismissed the Apostle 
in haste, ** Go thy way for this time; 
when I have a convenient season I will 
call for thee.” But this sinful disposi- 
tion soon breaks out; ‘He hoped 
that money should have been given 
him of Paul, that he might loose him : 
wherefore he sent for him the oftener, 
and communed with him.” Alas the 
seed fell among thorns, and immediate- 
ly waschoked. A spirit of avarice 
and injustice returned upon Felix, and 
drove away every serious impression. 
When he had once recovered from 
this shock, he could hear the same 
things said again with little concern. 
So soon may the best reflections be 
overcome, by some’ prevailing vice, 
that has got possession of the soul.— 
That this may not be our case, when 
we hear an awakening discourse, let 
us not dismiss it to “a more conven- 
jent season.” The best time to attend 
to serious considerations is when they 
urge for admittance. Let us not put 
them off, but rather cherish and pro- 
mote them by meditation and prayer. 
* Commune with your own heart upon 
your bed, and be still.” Suffer these 
‘*‘ terrors of the Lory,” to reason and 
plead with you, till they have altogeth- 
er »ersuaded you to be christians. Re- 
apply and improve the good impres- 
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sions, till they have led to their proper 
effect, even repentance unto life and 
galvation, 


a 


Por the Gospel Advocate. 
REVIEW. 


The Life of Wesley; and fMe rise and pro- 
gress of Methodism. By Robert South- 
ey; Esq.—Poet Laureat,&c. New York: 
Published by William B. Gilley, No. 92 
Broadway. 


Peruars no species of writing is 
more instructive as well as entertain- 
ing, than Biography. ‘The lives of 
eminent men, if written with judgment 
and impartiality, furnish us with impor- 
tant lessons for the conduct of life — 
The situations of men are indeed so di- 
versified, in consequence of the divis- 
ion of labour in a highly cultivated 
state of society, and their education and 
habits are in many respects so dissimi- 
lar, that all cannot be equally amused or 
instructed by the details of private life. 
Yet as human beings, there are so ma- 
ny relations which connect us with our 
fellow men, that his condition must be 
insulated indeed, who cannot derive 
some advantage as well as pleasure 
from the perusal of a weli written work 
ef this kind. 

We have not 6ften met with a pub- 
lication more interesting in its facts, 
and more judicious in its reflections, 
than the one before us, It makes us 
acquainted with a distinguished and in- 
teresting man, one who was the instru- 
ment of effecting important changes in 
the ecclesiastical affairs of his country. 
There is much to admire in his charac- 
ter; and though it is sometimes shaded 
with weakness and inconsistency, it 
seems remarkably free from vice.— 
Among the incifents which occurred in 
the early part of Wesley’s life, Mr. 
Southy introduces, with an apology, an 
account of some supposed supernatural 
noises and appearances in the house of 
Mr. W’s father, the circumstances of 
which were afterwards collected by 
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his son John, and falling into the hands 
of Dr. Priestly were published by him, 
as being “ perhaps the best authenti- 
cated and best told story of the kind 
that is any where extant.” Ourauthor 
seems inclined to believe it, on the 
ground that the evidence of its truth is 
too strong to be resisted, and that the 
circumstances cannot be fairly explains 
ed hy any of the suppositions which 
have been resorted to for that purpose, 
But is it necessary to have recourse to 
a supernatural or miraculous agency 
merely because we cannot penetrate 
the darkness in which such occurences 
are involved? This would make a 
much larger demand on our credulity 
than most persons would feel inclined 
to meet. Numerous stories of this 
kind, seemingly well attested, have 
been related in all ages.. The delu- 
sion which existed on the subject of 
witchcraft,less than a century and a half 
ago, in Europe as well as in New Eng- 
land, is not of very easy solution; and 
yet we can hardly be persuaded to be- 
lieve some of the wonderful statements 
which were affirmed on oath, if we 
mistake not, by persons of a very grave 
character. But tospeak ofan instance 
in our own time, although it took place 
in a distant country,—the marvellous 
story of certain images of the Virgin 
Mary at Rome, which were seen to 
move their eyes, a fact which is sup- 
ported by the testimony of many re- 
spectable persons. of various profes- 
sions and occupations, and of different 
countries, as mentioned by Mr. Lyman, 
in his late work on Italy, is not likely 
to gain very extensive credit, notwith- 
standing the difficulty of accounting 
for it without having recourse to the 
solution of either miraculous or super- 
natural agency, for Mr. S. properly 
distinguishes between these two modes 
of operation. ‘ft would however; be 
very unphilosophical ‘to disbelieve a 
well authenticated, though extraordi- 
nary fact, on account of our inability 
to explain the cause. It is one thing 
to prove the existence of certain ef- 
fects, and another to determine their 
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real causes. It will by no means fol- 
low, that merely. because the latter 
eiude our researches, they are either 
supernatural or miraculous, 

it is to the credit of Mr. S. that in 
recording the events of his hero’s life, 
and those of his coadjutors in the diffu- 
s.on of Methodisin, he abstains from 
that vulgar and indiscriminate censure, 
which some are so ready to besiow on 
those whom they stig: itize with the 
name of enthusiasts. The term enthu- 
siasm when applied to religious sub- 
jects, is often sufficiently vague. ~ In 
every th.ng but religion the word 1s 
employed in a good as well as a bad 
sense. So far as it implies a devotion 
Oi the inteliect and affections to some 
worthy pursuit, it is a useful and impor- 
tant principle. Nothing great, says 


a distinguished writer and statesman of 


our own, seems to have been accom- 
plished without a portion of that noble 
iniirmity. ‘We applaud the literary 
enthusiasm which lights the midnight 
lamp, and ‘animates the pale student in 
his laborious researches. We sympa- 
thize with the grecian orator whose 
determined and persevering efiorts 
overcame many natural and apparent- 
iy insurmountable obstacles to his suc- 
ces, in contending for the prize of el- 
yyuence. 
his ingenious experiments to provide a 
remedy for the imperfections of nature, 
and the influence ofawkward habits,— 
of the sword suspended over his shoul- 
der, to controul his ungraceful motions; 
the pebble stones, designed to diseipline 
his powers of articulation; his solilo- 
quies on the sea-shore, to give loudness 
to a feeble voice, and his declamations 
while ascending a hill, to cure the 
shortness of his breath. We follow 
him with a portion of his own ardour, 
to the cave in which he shaved _ his 
head, that he might hot be soon tempt- 
ed to appear in public. and relax from 
his honourable toils. That enthusiasm, 
which aims at a high and noble object, 
and leads to proportionable efforts, and 
which, while it warms the imagination, 
and enlists the passions in its cause, is 
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yet under the guidance of reason and 
good sense, is as useiul and necessary 
in our religious, as in our secular con- 
cerns, and encourages the hope of dis- 
tinguished excellence. lt would be 
happy for mankind if no other species 
of religious enthusiasm had existed, 
but it has too often assumed a form, 
which can scarcely be distinguished 
from madness, leading its unhappy sub- 
jects to fancy themselves to be tayour- 
ed with immediate and supernatural 
communications with the Deity, and 
producing the most extravagant and 
irrational conduct. It is however re- 
markable and not easily explained, that 
this sort of enthusiasm is somet.mes 
found in alliance with the most sober 
and regular babits, and which seem to 
be least congenial with its spirit. We 
have been much at a loss io reconcile 
the absurd notions of the Shakers, their 
belief in the blasphemous pretensions 
of their female founder, their mode of 
worship by turning swiitiy round till a 
vertigo is produced, their violent danc- 
ing, or labouring, as it is not unapt y 
te rmed i in their own phraseology, and 
their professions of perpetual celibacy, 
—with other parts of their character, 
their industry and frugality, and the 
neatness, order and regularity of their 
dwellings, which give them the most 
picturesque and agreeable appearance. 
Such inconsistencies and seeming con- 
tradictions, which we have olten occa- 
sion to observe, lead us to acknowledge 
with the poet, that 
Mans’ a riddle, which man cant expound.” 
The reader of Mr. S’s work will be 
frequently furnished with the opportu- 
nity of applying this remark. He will 
be surprised to find the clear and culti- 
vated understanding of Wesley de- 
scending to a childish credulity. aito- 
ether unworthy of a mind so vigorous 
and logical as his own. “He accred- 
ited” says his biographer “ and repeat- 
ed stories of apparitions, and witch- 
crafis and possession so silly as well as 
monstrous, that they might have nau- 
seated the coarsest appetite for won- 
der; and this too, when the belief oa 
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his part, was purely gratuitous, and no 
motive cau be be assigned for it except 
the pleasure of believing.” Wesley’s 
presumptuous confidence of receiving 
immediate direction from heaven in 


d:fficuit cases, particularly by means of 


the Sortes Biblice, imagining that he 
should find in any text of scripture on 
which he might happen to stumble, a 
solution of his doubts in perplexing cir- 
cumstances, aifords another proof of a 
state of mind not very favourable to the 
exercise of sound judgment. But 
these. and some other imstances of the 
aberrations of an intellect naturally 
strong and sagacious, are more than re- 
deemed by his many excellent quali- 
ties. Of his sincerity and disinterest- 
edness no one can doubt; and if any 
are disposed to censure his austerities, 
or tind fauit with some of his theologi- 
cal opinions as unreasonable and enthu- 


siastic, the doctrines, for instance, of 


siniess perfection, of instantaneous con- 


version, and an absolute assurance of 


saivation,as essential toa state of grace, 
it should be recollected, that much 
weakness and much errour may some- 
times be mingled with genuine relig- 
ious feelings, and uprightness of inten- 
tion, Lia man goes far beyond the or- 
dinary standard, in his religious exer- 
cises, and the elevation of his views in 
regard to the supremely important con- 
cerns of another world, he is very lia- 
ble to the loose charge of enthusiasm 
trom those of a cooler temperament.— 
And yet when we consider how power- 
fully some minds may be impressed 
w th a convict.on of the awful realities 
of a future state, we may more ration- 
ally as well as more charitably account 
for what appears to us an immoderate 
ardour, than by supposing any peculiar 
weakness of judgment. When our 


personal concern in the great truths of 


religion is duly considered, we shall 
perhaps agree with a certain acute and 
popular writer, who was himself re- 
markably free from any tincture of en- 
‘thusiasm, that indifference to the sub- 
ject is less excusable and more truly 
absurd, than the wildest flights of en- 
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thusiastic fervour proceeding from an 
overwhelming sense of its sublime and 
interesting nature. Surely then we 
may safely extend some indulgence to 
those, whom we may regard as unne- 
cessarily rigid in their charcter and 
conduct ; especially when we contem- 
plate the difliculty of determining the 
exact boundaries of a reasonable en- 
thusiasm, so to speak, for why there 
should not be such an enthusiasm in re- 
ligion, as well as in the affairs of the 
world it would be difficult perhaps to 
show. It is indeed to. be lamented, 
that men are so much inclined to in- 
dulge in extremes. While many are 
living in a stupid and criminai forget- 
fulness of the great end of their being, 
and are immersed in the comparative- 
ly frivolous cares of this life, some are 
so transported with religious fervour as 
to overlook their connection with this 
world, and seem to be insensible that 
they have bodies as well as sou's, and 
duties which relate to the present life 
as wellas to a future scene of exist- 
ence. But something perhaps may be 
allowed to the strong excitement which 
is produced, when frem some circum- 
stances, a man, especially one of a 
profligate character,is suddenly led toa 
review of his past life and future pros- 
pects. It is very difficult to inspire 
those with a sense of duty, who are in- 
sensible to religious impressions. But 
there is much reason to hope, that the 
powerful feeling of our personal inter- 
est in religious truth, though mingled 
with some extravagance may be sober- 
ed by time and experience ; and that 
the good effects of the original impulse 
may remain, when the intenseness of 
feeling has subsided. The history of 
almost all sects, and of many individu- 
als, will illustrate and confirm this re- 
mark. The quakers or friends, as they 
choose to denominate themselves, are 
exemplary as a body, for their practice 
of the moral virtues; and although 
still distinguished by some whimsical 
peculiarities, are no longer guilty of 
those frantic excesses, which formerly 


‘subjected them to the coercive arm ef 











































































































the civil magistrate. Although the 
drab-coloured coat is still retained, and 
our quaker brethren are yet inclined 
to shelter their heads under a more 
ample circumference of brim, than 
their neighbours, public worship is no 
longer disturbed by their clamorous 
intrusion, or mimic illustrations of 
prophecy ;* nor are we likely to be 
shocked by a repetition of the fanati- 
cal extravagance of Deborah Wilson, 
who went through the streets of Salem 
in a condition which we shall be read- 
ily excused from describing. All ‘this 
is done away, and no class of believers 
is more distinguished perhaps at pre- 
sent for their philanthrophy, their in- 
tegrity and punctuality, and théir sobri- 
ety of cheracter, than the denomina- 
tion of friends. ‘The methodists them- 
selves are no longer, as a community, 
chargeable with those violent and in- 


judicious measures which disgraced the 


infant state of that large and respecta- 
ble society. The same remark is true 
of individuals. Wesley and Whitetield 
themselves may be named as examples. 
Both of them retained to the last, their 


warmth of feeling, their deep sense of 


religion, and their zeal to promote its 
influence. But time and experience 
had taught them to abate much of their 
confidence in some of their early views, 
and to correct many of their mistakes. 
They were led to form a more humble 
epinion of themselves, and to put a 
more charitable construction on the 
motives and conduct of others. 
(To be continued.) 





* Thomas Newhouse went into the meet- 
ing-house in Boston with a couple of glass 
bottles, and broke them before the congrega- 
tion, and threatened “thus will the Lonp 
reak you in pieces.”.—Huichinson’s Hist. 


MODE OF ADMINISTERING BAPTISM 
AND THE LORD’S SUPPER IN ABYS- 
SINIA. From Salt’s Travels. 

Arrer leaving the Ras at Antalo, 
we proceeded towards Chelicut ; and, 
en our arrival at that place, completed 


Mode of administering the Sasraments in Abyssinia. 
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the preparations for our journey to the 
coast. On the following day | attend- 
ed the baptism of a Bedowee boy, at 
that time living as servant with Mr. 
Pearce, whom we had persuaded to be- 
come a. convert to the Christian faith. 
This ceremony took place on the 5th, 
at day-break ; an early hour being con- 
sidered as requisite, on account of the 


' subsequent celebration of the sacra- 


ment of the communion, which can on- 
ly be administered fasting. 

On reaching the Church, we found 
the head priest, Abou Barea, with 
about twenty priests of an inferior or- 
der, waiting in a small area about thir- 
ty yards from the spot, some of whom 
were engaged in chaunting psalms, 
while the rest were busy in preparing 
the water and making other necessary 
arrangements for the occasion. At 
sun-rise, every thing being ready, an 
attendant was sent round from the high 
priest, to point out to each person con- 
cerned the part which he was to take 
in the ceremony. ‘The officiating 
priest was habited in white flowing 
robes, with a tiara, or silver-mounted 

cap on his head, and he carried a cen- 
ser with burning incense in his right 
hand : asecond of equal rank was dress- 
ed in similar robes, supporting a large 
golden cross, while a third held in his 
hand a small phial containing a quanti- 
ty of meiron,* or consecrated oil, which 
is furnished to the Church of Abyssin- 
ia by the Patriarch of Alexandria. The 
attendant priests stood round in the 
form of a semi-circle, the boy being 





* Father Bernat, in a letter from Cairo, 
dated 1711, gives the following account of 
consecration of the meiron (or holy chrism 
used throughout the Alexandrian Chureh in 
Baptism ;) “* The consecration of the meiron 
is performed with great expense and many 
ceremonies by the patriarch himself, assisted 
by the bishop. It is composed, not only of 
oil of olives and balm, but of many other pre- 
cious and odoriferous drugs. When the pa- 
triarch consecrates an archbishop (or abuna) 
of Abyssinia, he gives him.some of this mei- 
ron, which is not sent into the country on 
any other occasion.” Vide Le Grand, P- 
340, English Editiom 
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placed in the centre, and our party 
anged in fiont. After a few minutes 
interval, employed in singing psalms, 
some of the priests took the boy and 
washed him all over very carefully in 
a large bason of water.. While this 
was passing a smaller font called me- 
te-mak (which is always kept outside of 
the Churches, Owing to an unbaptized 
person not being permitted to enter the 
Church) was placed in the middle of 
the area filled with water, which the 
priest consecrated by prayer, waving 
the incense repeatedly over it, and 
dropping into it a portion of the mei- 
ron in the shape of across. ‘The boy 
was then brought back, dripping from 
head to foot, and again placed naked 
and upright in the centre ; and was re- 
quired to renounce “ the devil and all 
his works,” -which was performed, by 
his repeating a given formula four sep- 
arate times, turning each time towards 
a diflerent point of the compass. The 
godfather was then demanded, and on 
my being presented, | named the child 
George, in honour of his present Ma- 
jesty, when I was requested to say the 
3elief and the Lord’s Prayer, and to 
make much the same promises as those 
required by our own Church. The 
head priest afterwards laid hold of the 
boy, dipping his own hand into the wa- 
ter, and crossed him over the forehead, 
pronouncing at the same moment, 
** George, | baptize thee ; in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 
The whole company then knelt down, 
and joined in reciting the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Here, as I was given to understand, 
the ordinary ceremony of baptism con- 
eludes; but as the boy had been a Mus- 
selmaun, he was, in addition, crossed 
with the consecrated oil over every 
joint and limb, or altogether, thirty- 
six times in different parts of his body. 
After this, he was wrapped in a clean 
white linen cloth,* and placed for a 





* This is a very ancient part of the ceremo- 
ny, as appears from the testimony of many 
of the Fathers collected by Casalius—Puei- 
ius infans mutatione veatis sensu externo es- 
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moment in my arms, the priests telling 
me, that “I must henceforth consider 
him verily as my son.” The high 
priest did not take any active part in 
this ceremony, but the whole was con~ 
ducted with great decorum, and a due 
degree of solemnity. The boy after- 
wards, according to the custom of most 
of the Eastern Churches, was admitted 
to partake of the Holy Communion.t 
On our return from the Church, the 
high Priest accompanied us home, and 
continued with us nearly anhour. He 
paid me many compliments on what 
had passed, and declared, that “1 had 
done an act which would for ever be 
recorded in their books; as the bap- 
tism of the boy most clearly proved, 
that the English were not “ Franks” 
(alluding to the conduct of the Jesuits 
about baptism,) but that we adhered to 
the pure religion of the Apostles.”— 
After some conversation of this kind, 
in which he expressed the highest 
opinion of our doctrines, he ended by 
repeating nearly the same words which 
he had before used to the Ras: “ we 
goon in the dark, not knowing what 
is right or what is wrong, but I believe 
we shall dono good until we get a les- 
son from you;” “ and now,” he added, 
rising from his seat, “at the desire of 
the Ras, and from the friendship I bear 
you, I have to pray to Gop for your fu- 
ture prosperity: he then recited a 
long prayer for our safe return, to 
which we with great sincerity answer- 
ed, “ Amen.” 

i have been induced to dwell at 
some length upon the preceding cere- 
mony of baptism, from its determining 
one of the most disputed points re- 
specting the Abyssinian Church, the 
Jesuits having always accused it of an 





tum colit, quandoquidem interiori animi sen- 
su nondum potest, &c. Vide De veteribus 
sacris Christianorum ritibus, auctore Johan- 
nis Bapt. Casalius Romanus. Francofur- 
ti, 1681. 


+t Ritum Eucharistiz suscipiende post 
Baptismum non solum adultis, verum etiam 
infantibus fuisse communem. Vide the same 
author, p. 60. 
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error in the form of administering the 
ceremony,which rendered it of no avail. 
In conformity with this opinion, they 
insisted on the re-baptism of all those 
whom they converted to the Romish 
Church, a circumstance which ulti- 
mately gave great offence, and tended 
to occasion their dismissal from the 
country. Many erroneous- observa- 
tions and mis-statements have also been 
made respecting a ceremony practised 
by the Abyssinians on the feast of the 
Epiphany, which falls, according to 
their reckoning, on the 11th of Janua- 
ry, when the greater part of the inhab- 
itants are accustomed to assemble by 
the brooks or lakes in the neighbour- 
hood, for the purpose of performing a 
species of ablution,* which has been 
interpreted into an annual repetition 
of baptism. I made many enquiries 
respecting this custom, which Mr. 
Pearce had witnessed every year dur- 
ing his stay in the country, and I found 
that it was always considered as “a 
mere commemoration of Our Saviour’s 
baptism ;” and that, it was rather a 
holiday scene of riotous mirth, than a 
religious ceremony. ‘The younger 
part of the company, after they have 
received the priest’s blessing, Jugnp in- 
to the water, and as Ludoif well de- 
scribes, “ proceed to leap and dance, 
and di ick one another, and by and by 
to fill the neighbouring fields with 
heopings and hollowings; the usual 
consequences of such kind of sport.” 
The Abyssinians administer the holy 
Sacrament of communion in both kinds, 
with leavened bread always prepared 
fresh for the occasion, and with wine 
made ofa red grape, common in some 
parts of the country ; while in others, 
they are obliged to use as a substitute, 
a liquor made of dried grapes squeezed 
in water. After the ; 
the bread and wine, just before they 
are delivered to the people, a bell is 
rung, and all thése who are present 





* Mr. Bruce has given a very just account 
of this ceremony, 
Adovwa. 


which he witnessed at 
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bow themselves to the earth; but thie 
does not appear to be done from any 
idea of the real presence, as no such 
belief was entertained by any of those 
with whom I conversed on the subject. 
Both the administrants and communi- 
cants always abstain very strictiy from 
eating and dri inking during the whoie 
of the morning prey iously to their par- 
taking of the holy rite, for the easier 
accomplishment of w hich, it is gener- 
ally celebrated at anearly hour. The 
marriage cf more than one wife was 
considered, formerly, as a disqualifica- 
tion from receiving the Sacrament ;— 
but in this respect, the Church has in 
some instances relaxed in its practice, 
where the wealth and power of the 
parties place them above its censure. 
‘The altar on which the bread and wine 
are prepared, is called la>ot, and the 
Abyesinians attach to it a strong degree 
of reverence, regarding it as a kind of 
sacred “ark,” and connecting with it 
certain traditions relating to the “ steal- 
ing of the ark oi the covenant by Men- 
ilek.” which was supposed to have 
been lodged in the Church at Axum. 





The following account of the Abyssinian 
Church and of the mode of administering 
the sacrament of baptism in it is extracted 
from the Christian Observer, vol. xi. p 622. 
The Ethiopic Church is entitled to 

the veneration due to every Christian 

Church of early foundation. It is a 

tradition among the Abyssinians, that 

their empire became Christian in the 
days of their celebrated Queen Can- 
dace, who was converted by the Eu- 
nuch baptized by Philip the deacon, as 
it is recorded in the Acts of the Apos- 
tles. But however this may be, the 
constitution of their Church, and the 
pur.ty of its doctrine, bear evident 
signs of an early original ; and though 
it may not have been of apostolic foun- 
dation, yet it probably was planted not 
later than the expiration of the apos- 
tolic age. Ruffinus writes, that their 
conversion was brought about by the 
instrumentality of one Frumentius, in 
ihe fourth century; but this seems a 
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far less probable statement; and could 
i enter into the subject, ample testimo- 
na might be produced in favour of an 
earlier date. 

The Ethiopic Christians acknow- 
ledge the holy Scriptures to be the on- 
- dy rule of faith and practice. ‘They* 
worship one God in Trinity. They 
believe in the incarnation of the Son 
of Gop ; and that Christ is perfect Gop 
and perfect man. They own the mer- 
its of Jesus Christ to be sufficient for 
etérnal salvation. 'They celebrate the 

sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, and_administer the latter in 
both kinds to clergy and laity, conform- 
ably to the custom of all the eastern 
Cliurches. Finally, they use the Ni- 
cene Creed in their liturgy, which com- 
prises the fundamental articles of the 
Christian faith. 

As to forms and ceremonies in wor- 
ship, wherein all Churches differ more 
or less, as well in the east as west; in 
these the Ethiopian Christians have 
prescribed for themselves, as other 
Churches have done, though perhaps 
with less deviation from the principles 
of Christianity than is to be found in 
some of the western Churches. 

They baptize their male children at 
forty days old, and females on the 

eightieth day after the birth, except 
in cases where there isdanger of death. 
The children, it is said, are not im- 
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mérsed in the water at baptism, but 
only dipped, or sprinkled. 

Adult baptisin is performed in the 
following manner :—The priest begins 
with reciting psalm LI. and then per- 
fumes the person with incense, and asks 
his name; certain other prayers are 
then recited, and several parts of the 
body are anointed with holy oil; the 
priest then lays his hand upon the 
head of the person, while he renoun- 
ces the dévil and his works, makes his 
vow to Christ, and rehearses the creed ; 
after which he is again anointed with 
oil. ‘The remainder of the consecrat- 
ed oil is then poured into the baptismal 
water, when .the priest descends into 
the pool; and the new convert; being 
conducted thither by the deacons, is 
plunged thrice under water by the 
priest, who ‘uses the form of words, “I 
baptize thee,” &c. taken from Matt. ch. 
xxvill. 19. After baptism he is assist- 
ed by the deacons, who lead him out of 
the pool, and put on hima white under 
garment, to signify purity of soul, and 
over it a red vest, in token of his sal- 

vation purchased by the blood of Christ; 
and being thus initiated into the Church 
of the faithful, he partakes of the holy 
communion. At his dismissal he is pre- 
sented with milk and honey; and the 
priest, laying his hand upor his head, 
gives him his benediction; * Son of 
baptism, go in peace.” 


ee 
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From the Imperial (Liverpool) Magazine. 
NEWLY DISCOVERED CONTINENT. 


‘* A Mr. Smith, master of the William, of 
Blythe, in Northumberland, and trading be- 
tween the Rio Plata and Chili, in endeavour- 
ing to facilitate his passage round Cape 
Horn, last year, [1919] ran to a higher lati- 
tude than is usual in such voyages, and in 
lat. 62 deg. 30 min. and 60 deg. west longi- 
tude, discovered land. As circumstances 
would not admit of a close examination, he 
deferred it until his return to Buenos Ayres, 
when he made such further observations as 
convinced him of the importance of his dis- 

ij ALVOGATF, Vol. I 


covery. On making it known at Buenos 
Ayres, speculation was set on the alert, and 
the Americans at that place became very 
anxious to obtain every information neces- 
sary to their availing themselves of a discov- 
ery, which they saw was pregnant with vast 
benefit to a commercial people. Captain 
Smith was however too much of an English- 
man to assist their speculations by affording 
them that knowledge of his secret which it 
was so necessary for them to possess: and 

was determined that his native country only 
should enjoy the advantages of his discove- 
ry; and on his return voyage to Valparaiso, 
in February last, he devoted a: much time 
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to the developement of it as was consistent 
with his primary object, a safe and success- 
ful voyage. 


“ He ran in a westward direction along 
the coasts, either of a continent or numerous 
islands, for two or three hundred miles, form- 
ing large bays, and abounding with the sper- 
maceti whale, seals, &c. He took numer- 
ous soundings and bearings, draughts, and 
charts of the coast ; and in short, did every 
thing that the most experienced navigator, 
dispatched purposely for the object of mak- 
ing a survey, could do. He even landed, 
und in the usual manner took possession of 
the country for his sovereign, and named his 
acquisition, ** New South Shetland.” ‘The 
climate was temperate, the coast mountain- 
ous, apparently uninhabited, but not desti- 
tute of vegetation, as firs and pines were ob- 
servable in many places ; in short, the coun 
try had upon the whole the appearance ol 
the coast of Norway. After having satistied 
himself with every particular that time and 
circumstances permitted him to examine, le 
bore away to the north, and pursued his 
voyage 


* On his arrival at Valparaiso, he commu- 
nicated his discovery to Captain Sheriff, of 
H. M.S. Andromache , Who happened to be 
there. Captain S. immediately felt the iin- 
portance of the cemmunication, and lost not 
a moment in making oaty arrangement for 
following it ups he mmmed ately dispatched 
the Wdaliam, with officers from the Apdre 
mache ; and in this stage the last letter from 
Chili left the expedition, with the most san- 
gnine expectation of success, and ultimate 
advantages resulting from it: and, if we are 
correctly informed, a fuliy detailed narrative 
has been forwarded to government. 


** On taking a cursory view of the charts 
of the Southern Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, 
it will be seen, that though Captain Cook 
penetrated to a much higer latitude, and 
consequently drew his conclusion Jrom ob- 
serving nothing but vast mountains of ice, it 
will be seen also that his meridian was <5 
degrees further to the West of New South 
Shetland, leaving a vast space unexplored 
on the parallel of 62 deg. between that and 
Sandwich Land, in longi‘ude about 28 deg. 
west. He again made 67 deg. or therea- 
bouts, but in longitude 137 deg. to 147 leg. 
west. Perouse ascended no hicher than 60 
deg. 20 min. ; Vancouver about 55 deg. ;— 
other navigators passing the Streights of Ma- 
gellan aud Le Maire; and most of them pass- 
ing as close Cape Horn as possible, in order, 


as they thought, to shorten the passage te 
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the Pacific, are circumstances that reasona 
bly account for the protracted period to 
whieh so important a discovery has been de- 
layed.’ 


It is well known to those who are acquain 

ed with Captain James Ccok’s narrative o1 
his own circumnavigation, that he entertain- 
ed’ a serious opinion, that a vast body of land 
was still undiscovered in the southern re- 
gions, and his last voyage was particularly, 
though unsuccessfully, directed to this wa- 
portant object. Of its particular situatioi 
he could know nothing but from geographi 
cal calculations, and these it appears led him 
into an error. His full persunsion that land 
somewhere existed, and his opmion respect 
Ing its situation, may be gathe red trom th 
following observations. 


“In lat. 67 deg. 20 mim. long. 137 de 
i2 min.” he says, ** while we were taking 
up ice, we got two of the antarctic petere|s 
so olien mentioned, by which our conjec 
tures were confirine d of the ir be ing of th 
peter ltribe. ‘i hey are about the size of; 
large paceon , the feathers of the head, back 
and part of the upper side of the wings, ar 
of a lzht brown; the be lly, and under sic 
of the wings, white ; the tail feathers are alse 
white, but upp 1 with brown: at the same 
time, we got another new peterel, smalle: 
th in the former, and all oi a dark rey plu- 
guage. We remarked thal these birds were 
fuller of feathers than any we had hitherto 
sechis; sue h care has nature taken to clothe 
them suitably to the climate in which they 
live. At the same time we saw a few choc- 
Ibatrosses - a se. us well as 
-no where 
saw but among the ice ; hence one may with 
that ¢ there is land to the 
South. Hf not, | must ask where these birds 
breed? A question which perhaps will nev- 
er be determined ; for hitherto we lave found 
these lands. if any, quite imaccessib! Be- 
sides these birds, we saw a very hed ge seal, 
which kept playing about us some tim 
One of our | eople who had been at Greei- 
land, called it a sea-horse ; but eve ry one 
else took it for what I have said.’ 


olate-coloured : 


the peter Is above-mentioned, 


reason conn cture 


Of the great results to which the discove- 
ry recently made, may lead, we are unable 
to form any rationa le sonjec ture. The full 
extent of land is yet un xplore ae - and of the 
internal capabilities of the country, little or 
nothing is yei known. Adventurers no donbt 
will throng to this newly discovered world, 
and make their observations, on phenomena 
and productions with which beth science 
and commerce may hereafter be enriched. 
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Description of f Mr. Haydon’s picture of 
Christ’s Triumphant Entry into Je- 
rusalem, and other picture’s ; now 
exhibiting at Bullock’s Great Room, 
Egyptian Hall, Piccadilly. 


‘ There is no sect, or philosophy, or religion, 
or law, that has so much contribuled to the 
public good, as the CHRISTIAN FAITA.” 

Bacon. 
THE verse 

ihis picture is more immediately taken, are 
irom St. Luke, chap. xix. and from St. John, 
chap. xii. v.15. Fear not, daughter of Zion, 
behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass’s 
colt. 

St. Luke, chap. xix. v. 36. And as he 
went; they spread their clothes mm the way. 

37. And when be was come nigh, even 
now at the descent of the Mount of Olives, 
ihe whole multitude of the disciples began 
to rejoice and praise Gop with a loud voice, 
for all the mighty works that they had seen. 

38. Saying, blessed be the King that com- 
eth in the name of the Lonp, peace in Heay- 
en, and glory in the highest. 

39. And some of the Pharisees from 
among the multitude, said unto him, Master, 
rebuke thy disciples. 

40. Andhe answered 

i tell you, that if these 

peace, the stones would immedia 


and said unto them, 
should hold their 
tely cry out, 
The subject chosen for this picture, is one 
of the most important events in the life of 
Christ. [t was, as it were, his carthly tri- 
umph, and i imme diately preceded his agony 
and martyrdom. It happened a few days 
before the keeping of the passover, when the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring country were 
crowding towards Jerusalem to keep it. Our 
Saviour himself was approaching the city for 
that purpose, curing the blind and the lame 
and the sick as he passe d. until the multi- 
tude, worked to the highest fervor by the 
proots of his divinity they continually wit- 
nessed, unable any longer to resist the evi- 
dence of their own senses, swelling to count- 
less numbers, as they pressed on, and awed 
into belief in spite of their worldly interests, 
by remembering the greatest of his miracles, 
the raisin ig of Lazarus, the y greeted him with 
such shouts as were heard within the walls of 
Jerusalem. Numbers of people already ar- 
rived, immediately left the city with palm 
ranches in their hands, and went forth sing- 
ing hosannas to meet him. The two crowds 
joining, bore Christ in triumph down the 
Mount of Olives to the temple; spreading 
their garments before him to ride over, re- 
joicing and praising Gop for all the mighty 
works which they had seen ! 
The whole city seemed to have been great- 


ription of Mr. Hnydon’s 
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from which the subject of 
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ly agitated® as Christ passed through the 
streets to the te mple. The resurrestion of 
Lazarus was undeniably the great stimulant 
to the feelings of the people. St. John says 
that the people with him, when he called 
Lazarus from the-grave, related what they 
had seen;t and it was on eccount of this 
that they met him. And the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem disturbed by the uproar, and 
flocking from distant streets, said, Who is 
this? And the crowd answered, * this is Je- 
sus the prophet of Nazareth, of Gallilee.” 
And the Pharisees, envious and mortitied, 
said among themselves, ** See ye how ye pre- 

vail nothing, i pehald the whole world is gone 
afte ‘r him.” 

In the midst of the multitude rides our 
Saviour, through a passage opened for him, 
as it were, by awe and respect. ‘The sub- 
ject by itself, that is, our Saviour and the 
crowd only, would not have had sufficient 
human interest ; it was therefore hoped, that 
by mingling episodes on each mee consonant 
with the spirit of Christianity, by bringing 
forward some of the most promine ait charac- 
ters of the Gospel, who had been indebted to 
Christ either for their health or their exist- 
ence, human interest might be added by the 
passions displayed, so as to excite, if possi- 
ble, a deeper feeling in all Christian hearts. 

It is intended to begin the description with 
the group on the right hand of Christ; to 
pass round the picture, taking each impor- 
tant figure in succession, and then to con- 
clude with the air and expression and char- 
acter of Jesus himself. 

On the right hand of our Saviour stands 
an anxious mother, who has brought her re- 
postent and blushing daughter for pardon. 
She hides her face with one hand, as if c on- 
scious of being unworthy to look her Saviour 
in the face, and suffers her mother to put up 
her right hand for forgiveness. ‘The reader 
must be reminded that the Painter is only ex- 
pressing what he meant to do, the reader is 
still to decide whether he has done it. 

Immediately behind the penitent girl, 
the other daughter, married and with ba 
child, leaning forward, to support the spirits 
of her sister, and che ching her own sensa- 
tions. However anxious for her sister, she 
is not unmindfal of her own boy, whom she 
keeps to her side by her two hands, one on 
his shoulder and the other on his head. Her 
complexion is fair and her hair light, not un- 
common in the east, in contrast to the black 
hair and different temperament of her sister. 
Her air is meant to be that of a young moth- 





* Matthew, chap. xxi. v. 10. The word 
used means, to tremble, to shake, to be in com- 
motion. 

+ St, John, chap. xii. v. 17. 
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er, domestic, virtuous, feeling and pious.— 
The very purity and goodness of such char- 
acters in life make them_tender to the frail- 
ties of others: for one of the great things 
which Christianity has done fér the world, 
has been to render misery, misfortune and 
deformity, causes of greater sympathy and 
aflection. Her child, too young to be inter- 
ested in any of the anxieties of his mother, 
looks back with the vacant innocence of 
childhood, Behind is a friend in a red tur- 
ban looking over, half curious and anxious. 
Between Christ’s right shoulder and the 
mother of the penitent girl, with green drap- 
ery over his head, is Joseph of Arimathea ; a 
pious warmth of feeling in his expression is 
intended. Immediately over the head of 
the penitent girl is the face of a Roman sol- 
dier, who has rushed in with another stream 
of people from the right, as if actuated by 
awe and curiosity. Immediately below 
kneels the good centurion, laying his civic* 
crown and sword at the feet of Christy and 
pondering solemnly as he approaches: the 
corresponding figure to the centurion on the 
opposite side, is the Canaanitish woman, who 
is spreading her garment in the road and 
looking up to Christ with gratitude. By her 
side, in cximson drapery and a white turban, 
prostrate in adoration, has fallen a figure 
which was intended for Lazarus, but per- 
haps it may be too old. Above in green, are 
Jairus and his daughter; the action of Jairus 
with his hands qp each side of his daugl:ter 
to present her, with his face as if sparkling 
with expression, was meant to denote the 
father, happy and delighted to find his child 
again alive, on whom his hopes are placed. 
The daughter bends forward, with her hands 
on her bosom, not daring to lift her eyes to 
her Savieur’s face, but showing by the na- 
ture of her expression the feelings of her 
heart. 
By the left hand of Christ are St. Peter 
and St. John; the one expressing deep at- 
tention, the other enthusiastic atjachnent. 
Between St. John and St, Peter is a face 
scrutinizing, and immediately behind St. Pe- 
ter is St. Andrew, who is supposed to have 
caught a glance behind-Christ of the peni- 
tent girl. The crowd in the extreme dis- 
tance is descending on the edge of the bill, 
winding round and under the walls of the ci- 
ty, then turning after those immediately be- 





er - - 


* The civic crown was the highest honour 
among the Romans. It bore the inscription 
Ob civem servatum, if the wearer had saved 
the life of one citizen ; and Cives servatos, if 
of more than one ; it was made of the boughs 
of the oak, the life of a citizen being recken- 
ed above all price.—See Pliny’s Nat, His. lib. 
xvi, chap. 4. 


is yet opportunity to paint all the various 
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hind Christ, the whole multitude shouting 
hosannas as they come. On the right side 
of Christ in the crowd, a man actuated by 
enthusiasm, has raised himself a little above, 
and is pointing out Christ to his companions 
with one hand, and waving a palm branch in 
the other:—and between the palm trees and 
Christ’s left shoulder is another figure turn- 
ing back to those immediately hchind, as if 
bidding them to follow him. 

The figure of our Saviour is now to be spo- 
ken of, and every man must tremble to de- 
scribe an attempt to represent so awful a be- 
ing. The moment chosen for his expression 
is one of conscious prophetic power; not 
when he is weeping or melancholy, not when 
the man of sorrows, but when excited by the 
furious enthusiasm of the people to anticipete 
his death, and calmly but energetically col- 
lecting his feelinks to bear it. 

There is something sublime in the idea, 
tl.at in the midst of the highest earthly tri- 
wuph, surrounded by a devoted and shout- 
ing populace, he alone would see *‘into the 
seeds of time,” and muse on his approaching 
sacrifice ! 

The enthusiasm of the people at that mo- 
ment, seemed to have aroused the energetic 
part of bis divine nature, and though on the 
sight of Jerusalem, immediately after as he 
began to descend the Mount of Olives, he 
melted into sensibility at the misery he fore- 
saw hanging over the city; yet, his telling 
the I harisees directly preceding this, that if 
the people were quiet the very stones would 
cry oul, proves that he shared in some de- 
gree the enthusiasm he had excited. He 
went straight to the temple, and overthrew 
the tables of the money-changers, with the 
feelings of a being, conscious of his fate, and 
determining no longer to stand on terms for 
the short period he remainea, with hypocri- 
sy, duplicity, or crime. In the same state 
he appears to have stayed im the temple, day 
alter day, performing miracles and attacking 
the priests, till the very children shouted ho- 

sannas at the entrance, and the animosity of 
the whole Jewish sanhedrin was roused to 
seize and to sacrifice’ him. 

What every one must feel is, that this is a 
new and different aspect for his character 
from any other; and it is the moment that 
follows his triumphant approach, and pre- 
cedes his pathetic lamentation over the city, 
that it is wished to develope by his air and 
appearance. If it be totally. different from 
other representations of his divinity, let not 
those who are the judges, decide it is wrong 
because it is different,let them think alittlebe- 
fore they decide,as the Painter thought a little 
before it was painted, and as his life will be de- 
voted principally to Christian subjects, there 
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feelings in which his divine nature displayed 
itself. He will endeavour to show in fnture 
pictures his moments of love and of agony,as 
well as those of elevated and prophetic deity. 

How does he fee] the miserable incompe- 
tency of his own imagination, who struggles 
to see that face in which all that is visible of 
the deity is reflected !—Pure !—Serene !— 
Smiling awfully and sweet !—Bland !—Be- 
nignant !—Lovely !—Sublime in its beauty ! 
—Compassionate in its grandeur !—Quiver- 
ing with sensibility !—Terrible in its compos- 
ure !—Omnipotent in its sedateness! 

With respect to the composition, it is con- 
trary to the rules of the schools to have a 
canvas so filled. Lata sea of distant people 
rolling in motion, and united in sentiment, 
contrasted with the full size of fore-ground 
figures, thousands often appearing in all their 
Various motions, between one head and a- 
nother of the figures which are close to the 
eye, is one of the most imposing and impres- 
sing sights in nature ; and why should any 
man be restrained by an academic rule from 
attempting to transfer to his canvas that’ 
which in nature all have been impressed 
with? 

There is yet another subject on which 
permission must be granted to say a few 
words, namely, the introduction of portraits. 
Close to the palm-trees and behind the but- 
tress, have been mtroduced Voltaire as a 
sneerer at Jesus, Newton as a believer, and 
Wordsworth, the living poet, bending down 
in awful veneration. This of course is a 
gross anachronism. But to gain any great 
object in poetry or painting, such violations 
of strict propriety have constantly been 
made, and such conduct can be justified by 
the greatest examples. 

They who are Deists object to it on anoth- 
er ground, namely, thatit is making Voltaire 
sneer at what is perfectly harmless and in- 
nocent. But will it be pretended that Vol- 
taire would not have sneered to have wit- 
nessed our Saviour meek and lowly and rid- 
ing on an ass followed by shouting thous- 
ands? It has been said that it is unjust, and 
that it brings Voltaire into ridicule. But 
why unjust? The subject is the triumph of 
the author of that religion in whose divinity 
Christians believe, and through whose inter- 
cessions all Christians hope for eternal life. 
The modern ridiculer of the whole system, 
is painted looking at this triumph with his 
habitual sneer. Jy his side is placed New- 
ton, a greater intellect than Voltaire, who 
was a believer. If Newton be wrong, as 
Deists think him, Voltaire will be, as he 
ought to be, reverenced. If, as Christians 
believe him, Newton be right, Voltaire will 
be, as he ought to be, ridiculous, Where 
then is the injustice ? 


Description of Mr. 
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It has been called an application to the 
passions of the million; it is notso. It is 
one to their common sense and feeling, by 
the means of imitation, the language of the 
art. The face of a man who never ceased 
to ridicule Christianity and ita founders, is 
shewn contrasted with the face of one who 
never ceased to bend down before them with 
reverence and awe and patient investigation. 
If Voltaire’s expression, the consequence of 
sixty years’ habitual sneering and levity, 
suffer by comparison with that of Newton, 
the result of sixty years’ profound deduction 
and virtue, it is surely not the Painter’s fault, 
but Voltaire’s misfortune. With respect to 
its bringing Voltaire into ridicule, grant that 
it does—what then? Is a Christian to hesi- 
tate at doing any thing that may bring Vol- 
taire into ridicule, who never hesitated at 
any jest, however obscene or blasphemous, 
that could lessen the respect due to those 
for whom he has an awful feeling of. venera- 
tion! It is certainly amusing to see the ex- 
treme sensitiveness of Voltaire’s admirers, to 
any thing that may hurt Ais dignity. It is 
amazingly interesting to contemplate their 
indignation at A7z3 being held up to ridicule, 
when the very essence of their admiration of 
him exists and can only exist in a doating 
chuckle over bis heartless ridicule of others. 
Let any man ridicule Voltaire, and he is an 
ignorant, prejudiced, and purblind ‘bigot ; 
but let him ridicule St. Peter and St. Paul, 
let him sneer at the martyrdom of those who 
stamped the intensity of their conviction 
with their blood, let him call Christianity 
with Tacitus an execrable superstition,* and 





** Eaitiabilis superstitio,” 
Tacitus, lib. xv, cap. 44. 


As to this execrable superstition, says V al- 
py tn his edition of Tacitus, Pliny shall bear 
witness in his report to the Emperor Trajan 
upon the manners of the Christians. He 
writes, Book x. Ep. 97, ** This was the chief 
of their fault or error, namely, that they used 
at a stated time to meet together before day- 
light, and to sing a hymn to Christ as God, 
that they bound themselves by an oath not to 
do any wickedness,that they should not rob or 
steal,or commit adultery; thai they should not 
break their word, nor deny any pledge en- 
trusted to them when called upon forit. 4f- 
ter these things were over, their custom was 
to break up and depart, and meet together 
again lo take food ina promiscuous though 
innocent manner.” So they took an oath, 
says Vaipy, not to commit wickedness, but to 
lire in virtue ; and this was the execrable su- 
perstition ! Tertullian glories deservedly at 
this passage, ** for such innocence, such pro- 
hity, for the sake of justice, of modesty, and 






















































390 


he is esteemed a man of enlarged views, a 
sceptic of enlightened capacity, who has had 
strength of understanding and liberality of 
sentiment to shake off the prejudices of ed- 
ucation ! 

Mr. HAypow now concludes with an apol- 
ogy for intruding his own feelings of the 
characters represented. It was necessary 
that something like an explanation should be 
made of the Picture ; it would have been ev- 
ident, that if any other person had done it, 
and praised it highly,.it could not have been 
without his knowledge, and it cannot be 
supposed that he would have allowed any 
writer of his own catalogue to find very great 
fault ; he therefore chose to do it himself, by 
explainmeg that which all can feel, via the 
expression, still leaving it to the spectator to 
examine for himself. 


Second division of the Room, 
CONTAINING 
THE PREVIOUS PICTURES. 


No. 1. Josera anno MARY RESTING ON 
THE ROAD TO EeypT ; purchased by Thom- 


as Hope, Esq. This was the first historical 
picture Mr. HAypon ever painted in his life. 


It was beenn in October, 1806, and finished 
March, 1897, exhibited at the Royal Acade- 


my that year, and pure hased the year fol- 








lowing et the Gallery of the British Institu- 
tion, by tts present possessor. 
of truth, for the living Ged we are burnt. 
Y crucity is our glory.”—iv. ad Scapulum. 
. reader, attend to the other extracts 
f ‘lows letter -—“* The method I hare 
Te je pe prencen 3 says he, ** has 
ve themif they were Chris- 
Mans: ‘hey confessed that they were, I 
have again cad a third time interrogated and 
threatened them, If the or fir niness remaincd 


carried 
had the 


aunshobven. TI have ordered them to be 


off and | unisheds for I nerer hare 


feast doubt whether their inflerible obstinacy: 


ought to be punished or not, whatever was 
the religion which they professed.” Again 
in the same letter, he says, ** thinking il nec- 
essary, I began to enquire out the truth by 
turturing two girls which wailed upon them 
at their societies.” ‘ud I found 
out nothing but an odd cxtravagant sori of su- 
perstition, end yet the Christians are 


&c. &c. &e. ** 


% &e. &e. 


perpetually accused as if they were the begin-’ 


ners, as well as the inventors of religious per- 
eecution ! 

* Quo magis neccesarium credidi, ex dun- 
bus ancillis que ministre dicebantur, quid es- 
set vert et per tormeyta querere.” Ev. Pl. 
cevii, lib. x. 


Description of Mr. Haydon’s Picture. 
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Th¢ moment chosen is one of repose after 
a day’s journey, over a pare hing desert ; Jo- 
seph has taken the child, in order to Jet the 
Virgin snatch a few moments of rest. Two 
angels are guarding the g group; in the ex- 
treme distance appear the Pyramids of Egypt. 


No. 2. THe ASSASSINATION oF Sicrnrus 
DENTATUS ; purchased by the Earl of Mul- 
grave. Began Jatiuary, 1808, finished March, 
1809. Dentatus was an old Roman of such 
distinguished valour as to be surnamed the 
Roman Achilles. The leading men at Rome, 
envious of his fame, sent him on a hazardous 
expedition, and bribed his guard to murder 
him at a convenient situation. As he pgssed 
through a narrow ps ass they attacked-him, 
but all who approached him he killed. The 
moment taken is when he is rushing out to 
cut bis way through ; one man wounded and 
dying, is trying to make a last effort to stab ; 
another, who has lost his sword, is uselessly 
putting up his hand to stop the furions thrust 

Dentatus. A trumpeter in the back- 
ground is collecting by a blast his scattered 
companions, while one who has crept behind 
and over Dentatus is dashing down the stone 
that crushed him to death. This is the sec- 
ond picture. 


No. 3. MACBETH, THE MOMENT BEFORE 
THE Murper or Duncan; purchased by 
Sir George Beaumont, Bart. ‘This was the 
third picture, and represents Macbeth drop- 
ping breathlessly on one foot. The meek 
monarch sleeping in unsuspecting innocence 
the two grooms buried in slumber, and bes 
hind Lady Macbeth ith es r up and shad- 


ow trembling on the wall, as if she heard 
** the owls scream and crickets cry.”’ Mac- 
beth is startled at her rustling on the stair- 


case, and turns round in fright to listen. His 
chest is heaved up and he gas} 


No. 4. Tar JunGMEnT or Soromon, the 
fifth* picture ; purchased by Prideaux, 
Esq. of Sir William Elford and Mr. Ting- 
combe, who first bought it while exhibiting 
at the Great Room, Spring-gardens, 1614, 
with the Society of Painters in Oil and Wa- 
ter Colours. 


A particular description of this picture can 
be purchased at the door. 


The remainder are Drawings and Studies 
for the last and other pictures, consisting of 
heads and bands and sketches from nature, 
which are cach numbered and described on 
the frames. 





* The fourth is RomEo AND JULIET, now 
at Bristol, 
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EXTRACT FROM THE LONDON QUARTER- 
LY REVIEW.——WWNVo. 46. 
(Continued from page 36.) 

Or the discreeter Unitarians, (and there 
are among them many estimable and excel- 
lent men,) we would ask whether it is fittmg 
—whether it is decorous, that questions re- 
lating to the highest mysteries of theology, 
and the most important points of revelation, 
should be brought im this manner before the 
multitude? Even if the doctrine were erro- 
neous, upon their own view of its introduc- 
tion into Christianity, it would be no com- 
mon superstition, no vulgar error, They 
themselves derive it from that philosopher 
upon whom antiquity conferred the appella- 
tion of divine, and who has been acknowledg- 
ed by the greatest men of all times, (those 
who have approached nearest him in intellec- 
tual powers,) to have carried human reason 
as high as it is possible for mere humanity to 
reach. Had the doctrine, therefore, as they 
maintain, originated in the Platonic philoso- 
phy, it would be no fit subject for rade pla- 
cards and that sort of consideration which 
such means are likely to invite. We are ac- 
customed to have our affairs of state discuss- 
ed upon the hustings, and we know in what 
manner they are usually discussed there ;— 
that for’one Canning who explains the true 
principles of a British statesman, with an el- 
quence and a wisdom which Cicero might 
have applauded, mob-orators start up by the 
score, thoroughly bred in the school of fac- 
tion, graduated in impudence and with all 
the figures of mendacity and Mander at com- 
mand. Use has reconciled us to this, and 
there is some good also to compensate in 
part for the absurdity and mischief of the 
practice. But theological controversies have 
never till now been brought before the pop- 
ulace, and carried on by means of hand-bills 
and placards. We would ask also of the dis- 
creeter Unitarians, whether they approve the 
matter of these compositions any more than 
the manner? Whether it be fair dealing to 
bring forward the authority of C hillingworth 
and Bishop Watson, as if ¢ sither of these writ- 
ers agreed with the Unilariams, in opinion ?— 
Whether it be honest to quote Luther and 
Calvin as Anti-T'rinitarians, knowing, as the 
author of these placards, however ill-inform- 
ed he may be in other respects, must have 
known, that both those reformers would have 
laid down their lives rather than have deni- 
ed the divinity of the Son, or the personality 
of the Holy Spirit ? 

It may not, perhaps, be generally known 
to the readers of this journal, that there exisis 
a sect of ultra-Unitarians, forming a link be- 
tween Socinianism and infidelity, but, as it 
appears, gravitating very sensibly towards 
the latter. 








The erthodox Unitarians. (if 
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woids so heterogenous may be used in com- 
bination,) they who follow the opinions of 
Dr. Priestly, and of whom Mr. Belsham may 
be considered as holding the most cpnspicu- 
ons place among their teachers, were in the 
habit of holding religious conferences i in the 
lecture-room belonging to the Unitarian 
Chapei at Hackney. These meetings were 
begun and concluded with singing and 
prayer; the minister of the meeting presid- 
ed, a quarter of an hour was allowed to each 
speaker, and it was one of the rules that no 
subject should be adjourned to a second con- 
ference. The subjects proposed for discus- 
sion, were of course chosen with a view to 
the support of Socinian principles, but they 
were perfectly decorous, and in accord with 
the feelings of sinccre and pious men of that 
persuasion. They were, in some instances, 
objectionable, as inviting disputation upon 
points which ought not to have been mooted 
as doubtful,—for example, the subject for 
one debate was ‘ the e -diency and Scrip- 
tural authority of Public Social Prayer ;? and 
for another, ‘how far Christianity inculeates 
or sanctions the virtue of Patriotism.’ One 
of the ablest American® writers has said, 
wisely as well as feelingly, ‘1 desire to thank 
Gon, that since he has given me an intellect 
so fallible, he has impressed upon me an in- 
stinct that is sure.’ There are questions up- 
on which the heart should have decided.— 
They introduced also too much of political 
matter, as when they debated ‘whether war 
be justifiable on Christian principles, and 
how far upon the same principles capital 
punishments could be justified) 

Certain persons, however, calling them- 
selves ‘intelligent, candid and liberal? Uni- 
tarians,’ found that there was not sufficient 
liberality and latitude at the Unitarian Con- 
ferences, held at Hackney: * they had ob- 
served with pain and disgust,’ they said, 
‘that all arguments tending to invilidate the 
authority of particular tenets and principles 
mainiained by Unitarian professors, had been 
followed by a wicked and insidious attempt 
on the part of one or two privileged individ- 
als to fix on those who used them a charge 
of disorderly and indecorous conduct, and by 





* Fisher Ames, a man of sound sense, and 
true political wisdom, and one whose conduct 
was equally admirable in public and in pri- 
vate life. 


t It may be worth noticing that in a true 
and faithful account of Veritas, wiich is an 
Unitarian Ulopia, (printed about thirty years 
ago,) one of f the laws is ** once in erer y livee 
months let some part of the Alcoran of Ma- 
homet be read, and let the *xinister make such. 
commentaries thereon as he thinks proper. 


ETS eee 5 ah 
a ? 


eg es 















92 


everpspecious and plausible insinuation, to 
degrade the speaker, the more effectually to 
paralyze the thing spoken.’ An anti-con- 
ference was therefore set up, and these ‘ in- 
telligent, candid, and liberal’ persons were 
invited’ to the Freethinking Christians’ 
Meeting-house, Crescent, Jewin-street, Crip- 
plegate, ‘where truth,’ it was said, ‘ shall 
neither be stifled by interested opposition on 
the one hand, nor borne down by aged intol- 
erance on the other.” This anti-conference 
was not to be opened by singing or prayer ; 
and no minister was allowed to preside. 

The following questions (among others) 
proposed for discussion once a fortnight dur- 
ing the winter, may shew the tendency and 
intent of these conferences. 


1. “Are the ordinances of Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper Christian institutions ? 

2. ‘Is public social worship founded on 
expediency or scriptural authority ? 

3. * Is pulpit preaching, and the appoint- 
ment of any particular order of men to what 
is termed the Christian ministry, authorized 
by the writings of the New-Testament ?—Cr 
justifiable on the ground of utility? 

4. ‘Are Unitarians in their practice as a 
body, free from the charge of inconsistency 
and of culpable indifference to truth and 
principle ?” 


These Freethinking Christians are the 
same community who met about twelve 
years ago, at No. 5, Cateaton-street, with 
whom another set of sectarians, calling them- 
selyes *the Church, assembling at No. 7, 
Cateaton-stteet,’ thought it necessary pub- 
licly to disclaim all connexion, expressing at 
the same time their regret, that any of their 
ccuntrymen should hold sentiments so repug- 
nant to the word of Gop. They made them- 
selves notorious at the time, by advertizing 
in one of the Sunday papers, their intention 
of publicly inquiring into the existence of 
the devil. The business in their meetings 
(for the term Religious Service would be in- 
applicable) is thus described in Mr. Evans’ 
sketch :— 


*“ At these meetings, doctrinal, moral and 
scriptural subjects are chosen for public in- 
struction: there is the utmost simplicity and 
familiarity in their form and manner... The 
elder opens the business by stating the sub- 
ject; and at his call, several speakers, one 
after the other, address the Church and the 
audience assembled. It is no unusual thing 
to hear among them a difference of opinion, 
which they express without the least hesita- 
tion, considering «hat truth is engendered by 
the comparison of sntiment, and that no sens- 


Extract from the Quarterly Review. 








[ MARCH. 


ible mind can be otherwise than pleased at 
every attempt to correct what another may 
esteem its error. This exercise generally 
occupies about an hour and a half, and the 
business is concluded by the elder. The 
speakers, in their discourses, take frequent 
occasions to controvert the current opinions 
of the Christian world in general; and to 
shew their ground of dissent from all- sects 
and parties: nor are they at all sparing with 
their censures on the priesthood, which un- 
der all its modifications and refinements, they 
consider a¥ opposed, both in theory and ap- 
plication, to the best principles of the Chris- 
tian Church, inimical to the purity of the 
Gospel, incons.stent with the advancement 
of mind, and unfriendly to the interests of 
truth.” 


[tf appears then, upon translating this lin- 
gua-franca or liberal language, into its mean- 
ing in plain English, that this meeting, though 
the house is licensed under the pretext of be- 
ing a place of religious worship, is neither 
more nor less than a debating club, in which 
the opinions prevailing throughout the Chris- 
tian world, those Catholic doctrines which 
have been held by ail Christians, at all times 
and in all parts of the world,—are contro- 
verted ; and the clergy, not those @ the Es- 
tablishment alone, but the religious ministers 
of every denomination, are denounced as a 
class of men whoge existence is incompatible 
with that new and liberal order of things, that 
golden age of philosophy, which the sages of 
this society age labouring to advance, some- 
times by their metaphysical talents in Jewin- 
street,* and sometimes by their political har- 
angues in the Common Hall. 

Far as these gentlemen have gone, the con- 
venient method of turning a meeting-house 
into a debating society has been carried still 
farther. In this lowest deep there is a lower 
still. The following is literally copied from 
a handbil!l before us. 


Judge Abbet 
and the 
BIBLE! 
The following adjourned question will be 
debated 
At Hopkin’s Street Chapel, 
Near Berwick Street, Soho, 
On Monday Evening; Nov. 1, 1819. 
“Is Judge Abbot's refusing Mr. Carlisle to 





* The following specimen may shew the 
manner in which religious subjects are treated 
in this preparatory academy for infidelity.— 
** The true mode of conversion, said one of 
the speakers, is lo deal with a man, as 
did with St. Paul—How was that ?—By 
knocking him down !” 
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read the Bible on his Trial, to be attributed 
to sincere Respect for the Sacred W ritings, 
or to a reasonable Apprehension that their 
supposed Absurdity and Falsehood would be 
exposed °”” 

“On W Ween Bening next, the 

Following question will be debated ; 

‘¢Is the removal of Earl Fitzwilliam from 

the Lord Lieutenancy of Yorkshire, to be 
considered as a crafty Design of Ministers 
and Whigs,t to subvert the gigantic Power 
of the Radicals, vainly supposing the lower 
Order would accept of a rich Man for their 
leader, who Commands eleven Voices in the 
Senate, or to be Considered as an Act of 
Prudence on their Part, to suppress the in- 
quiry made respecting the innocent Blood 
spilt at Manchester ?” 


One of the late acts of government (those 
salutary acts which were so loudly called for 
by all the loyal and religious part of the na- 
tion—the great majority of the British peo- 
ple) has put an end to this hot-bed of impie- 
ty and sedition, and to others of the same 
kind. The law has also reached some of the 
wholesale dealers in blasphemy and treason. 
But numerous agents of evil are still as busily 
at work as ever; and the poisonous drugs 
are still prepared and vended, though they 
are no longer labelled as they were before. 

Mr. Yates has stated the result of a per- 
sonal and minute inquiry into the ‘ extentof 
circulation given to papers and pamphlets in- 
jurious to morals, and of an infamous, loose 
and irreligious character.” 


‘* There are,” he says,-‘* many printers 
and publishers of such works; one of whom 
alone employs from ten to twenty persons 
(amen and women) to traverse the town and 
country with packages ; to find their way in- 
to the kitchens and stables of the higher 
classes; and into the shops, manufactories, 
public houses, and all the resorts of the nu- 
merous servants, artizans, mechanics and Ja- 
bourers, the greater part of whom, in all the 
large parishes, are left totally destitute of the 
care of the national religion; wholly with- 
out any participation in the imstructions of a 
parish minister, or in the benefit of the Es- 
tablished Church. How successfully these 
sheep without a shepherd are sought afterby 
the destructive zeal of the enemy, may ap- 
pear from the fact, that each of these emis- 
saries of vice maimain themselves by a profit 
of from ten to forty shilling#each per week 
—after their employers have received an am- 
ple gain upon the printing and publishing : 
each of these venders of Good Books (as 





t The spelling, syntax, punctuation, and 
other peculiarities, of this precious paper are 
fowthfully preserved. 
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they term themselves on their catalognes an® 
packages) brings a sum seldom less thian five 
pounds in ready money, or a sufficient securi- 
ty for a like sum, and receives books to that 
amount at the wholesale price, liying upon 
the retail and ready money profit, and when 
all are sold returning with the capital for a, 
fresh supply. A circulation beyond credi- 
bility is thus given to the silent and insidious 
vehicles of licentiousness, disaffection, and 
every description of vice And ifeven when 
the good seed is sown, the enemy intermixes 
his tares, how abundant must be the growth 
of evil when the uncultivated soil is left en- 
tirely to him !"—Basvs of National Wilfare, 
p> 64. 


Thus it is that those pestilential opinions 
are diffused which have cankered the popu- 
opinions which.are equal- 
ly destructive of patriotism and of loyalty, 
of morality and of religion, of national we! 
fare and of individual happiness ;—whic h 
wither and blast the household virtues, and 
eat into the main beams and piulars of socie- 
ty, like adryrot. The newspapers and oti- 
er journals, through all the imperceptible 
shades of gradation between Whievery and 
Radicalism, ¢ ontinually administer their 
stimulants and keep up the diseased action 
in the body politic. Quarter after quarter, 
month after month, week after week, day 
after day, the revolutionary press sends forth 
ifs poison— 

Nihil est profecto stultius neque stolidius 
Neque mendaciloguius neque argutum migis 
Neque confidentiloquius, neque perjurius. 


4 


But false as it is, ignorant and self-contradic- 
tory even to absurdity, its impudence end 
its perseverance must inevitably prevail—if 
the laws are not vigilantly enforced. Oh 
folly to believe that the press, like the spear 
of Telephus, possesses a virtue which can 
heal the wounds it makes! Oh madness to 
suppose that the press can counteract the 
evils which the press is producing! As well 
might you hope to remedy the effects of he- 
bitual drunkenness by mevicine, while 
patient continues in the practice of the vice : 
as well might you expect torestore a maniac 
to his senses, by putting into his bands a 
treatise upon the right use of reason! 

Upon this subject the opmion of an Amer- 
ican writer already mentioned may be read 
with some interest. Fisher Ames considered 
itas the best preof of the remarkable strength 
of the British Constitution, that it had siood 
so long in #pite of the abuses of the press.— 
* The press,’ said this excellent man, (a re- 
publican by education, principle and duty, 

and a true lover of liberty)—‘ the press hus 
left the understanding of the mass of men 
just where it-found it; but by supplying an 
endless stimulug to their imaginations ant 
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assions, it has rendered their tenfper and 
Pabite infinitely worse. It has inspired igno- 
rance with presumption, so that those who 
cannot be governed by reason, are no longer 
to be awed by authority. The many, who 
before the art of printing, never mistook in a 
case of.oppression, because they complained 
from the actual sense of it, have become sus- 
ceptible of every transient enthusiasm, and 
of more than womanish fickleness of caprice. 
The press is a new, and certainly a powerful 
agent in human affairs. It will change but 
it is dificult to conceive how, by rendering 
men indocile and presumptuous, it can 
change societies for the better. They are 
pervaded by its heat, and kept for ever rest- 
less by its activity. While it has impaired 
the force that every just government can 
employ in self defence, it has imparted to its 
enemies the secret of that wildfire that blaz- 
es with the most consuming fierceness on at- 
tempting to quench it.’ 


The greater the power of any instrument, 
the greater is the mischief which it may pro- 
duce if managed by unskilful hands, or di- 
rected by wicked ones. This is as ‘true 
printing, as it is of gunpowder and steam.— 
The direction which is given to the press we 
see and feel at this time, and the anarchists, 
to do them justice, honestly tell us the end 
which they are endeavouring to bring about. 
The press in their hands, is exhibited by 
themselves as 

‘The THING 
that in spite of NRW ACTS, 
And attempts to restrain it by SOLDERS oF 
TAX, 


is to Porson THE VERMIN of the country.’ 
And that there my be no doubt, who these 
vermin are, they are represented as the min- 
isters of justice, the military, the persons who 
are adorned with marks of honours and no- 
bility; and the clergy. In disordering the 
manufacturing populution these poisoners 
have succeeded to the extent of their abili- 
ty. The result, however, has disappointed 
their hopes; for, hpaven be praised, the 
eonservative powers of society have been 
found stronger than the united efforts of se- 
dition, privy conspiracy and rebellion. The 
arm of authority and the vigour of the law 
have with Gop’s blessing sufficed for our 
preservation. But the country can never 
again be in a state of permanent tranquility, 
—the feeling of setth d security can never be 
restored, unless more be done, and unless ef- 
fectual means, in aid of authority and the 
jaw, be taken for providing the people, from 
their youth up, with sound religious instruc- 
tion. The sure and only way of making 
them good subjects is by making them good 
Christians and good men, 
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From the Churthman’s Magazine. 


ADDRESS OP THE SCOTTISH BISHOPS. 

Ir is well known to the readers of our Ece 
clesiastical History, that when Doct. Seabu- 
ry was sent to England, to be invested with 
the Episcopal office, certain Parliamentary 
difficulties stood in the way of his consecra- 
tion, which were subsequently removed, 
however, by an act of the Legislature. In 
this predicament, he recollected that there 
still existed in Scotland ‘ta Catholic Re- 
mainder of the Antient Church ;** which was 
so far from being connected with the civil 
power, that it was the subject of political 
oppression, for its attachment to the exiled’ 
house of Staart. The Scottish Bishops lad 
been deprived of their Sees at the time of the 
revolution ; and although some mitigation of 
their sentence had been obtained under the 
reign of Queen Anne, yet, in consequence 
of the rebellion excited in Scotland in favor 
of the Pretender, soon after the accession of 
George the first, heavier penalties were in- 
flicted, and the Scottish Church was oppress- 
ed by enactments scarcely less severe than 
those, which, in former ages, had been lev- 
elled against the conventicles of the Cove- 
nanters. It is true, the severest of these 
laws were gradually disused, as the danger 
to be apprehended from the Pretender sub- 
sided ; but they still stood unrepealed among 
the acts of Parliament, to the great detriment 
of the Church in Scotland, till the year 
1788 ; when, the last male heir of the house 
of Stuart having expired at Rome, the Bish- 
ops and Clergy of Scotland * resolved to ac- 
quiesce in the government of the kingdom, 
invested in the person of George the third, 
and to testify their compliance by praying 
for him by name in their public worship.” 
‘This step was preparatory to an application 
to Parliament for relief, which was made in 
the following year, and ‘granted after a three 
years’ delay. 

When Doct. Seabury found that legal dis- 
abilities opposed his consecration in Eng- 
land, he addressed himself to the remnant ot 
a suffering Church, where no oaths of allegi- 
ance were exacted, and was consecrated at 
Aberdeen in 1784, by the Primus, assisted by 
his coadjutor, and the Bishop of Ross and 
Moray. On his return to America, he brought 
with him an address from the consecrating 
Bishops to the Clergy of Connecticut, which, 
for the Christian spirit it breathes, and the 
anxiety it expresses for the welfare of this 
new branch of tHe Episcopal Church in this 
western world, deserves a place in our pages. 
It is written on parchment, and from com- 
paring the hand-writing of the signature with 
that of the address, it seems to have been 
from the pen of Bishop Skinner. The “ Con- 
cordate” referred to, we believe, is still in 
existence ; and should we be so fortunate as 
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to meet with it, we shall be happy in giving 
it to our readers in a subsequent number. 


To the Episcopal Clergy in Connecticut, 
an North America. 


Rev. Brethren, and well beloved in Christ, 


WuekeE<s it has béen represented to us 
the Bishops of the Episcopal Church of Scot- 
land, by the Reverend Dr. Samuel Seabury, 
your fellow Presbyter in Connecticut, that 
you are desirous to have the blessings of a 
free, valid, and purely Ecclesiastical Episco- 
pacy communicated to you, and that you do 
consider the Scottish Episcopacy to be such 
in every sense of the word: And the said 
Dr. Seabury having been saflictently recom- 
mended to us, as a person very fit for the 
Episcopate ; and having also satisfied us that 
you were willing to. acknowledge and sub- 
mit to him, as your Bishop, when properly 
authorized to take the charge of you in that 
character :—Know therefore, dearly belov- 
ed, that We the Bishops, and, under Christ, 
the Governours, by regular succession, of 
the Episcopal Church of Scotland, consider- 
ing the reasonableness of your request, and 
being entirely satisfied with the recommend- 
ations in favour of the said Dr. Samuel Sea- 
bury, have accordingly promoted him to the 
high Order of the Episcopate, by the laying 
on of our hands, and have thereby invested 
him with proper powers for governing, and 
performing all Episcopal Offices in the Church 
in Connecticut. And baving thus far com- 
plied with your desire, and done what was 
mcumbent on us, to keep up the Episcopal 
Succession in a part of the Christian Church, 
which is now by mutual agreement loosed 
from, and given up by, those who once took 
the charge of it, permit us therefore, Reveér- 
end Brethren, to request your hearty and 
sincere endeavours to further and carry on 
the good work we have happily begun. To 
this end, we hope you will receive and ac- 
knowledge the Rt. Rev. Bishop Seabury as 
your Bishop and spiritual Governour, that 
you pay him all due and canonical obedi- 
ence in that sacred character, and reverent- 
ly apply to him for all Episcopal Offices, 
‘ which you, or the people committed to your 
pastoral care, may stand in need of at his 
hands, till through the goodness of God, the 
number of Bishops be increased among you, 
and the State of Connecticut be divided into 
separate Districts or Dioceses, as is the case 
in other parts of the Christian World. This 
recommendation, we flatter ourselves, you 
will take in a good part from the Governours 
of a Church which cannot be suspected of 
aiming at supremacy of any kind, or over 
any people. Unacquainted as we are with 
the politicks of nations, and under no tempt- 
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ation to interfere in matters foreign to us, 
we have no other object in view but’ the in- 
terests of the Mediator’s Kingdom, no higher 
ainbition than to do our duty as messengers 
of the Prince of Peace. In the discharge of 
this duty, the example we wish to copy after 
is that of the Primitive Church, while in a 
similar situation, unconnected with, and un- 
supported by the temporal powers. On this 
footing, it is our earnest desire that the Epis- 
copal Church in Connecticut be in full com- 
munion with the Episcopal Church in Scot- 
land,-as we the underwritten Bishops for 
ourselves, and our successors in office, agree 
to hold communion with Bishop Seabury 
and his successors, as practised in the vari- 
ous provinces of the Primitive Church, in all 
the fundamental Articles of Faith, and by 
mutual intercourse of Ecclesiastical Corres- 
pondence and brotherly fellowship, when 
opportunity offers, or necessity requires. Up- 
on this plan, which, we hope, will meet your 
joint approbation, and according to this 
standard of primitive practice, a Coneordale 
bas been drawn up and signed by us, the 
Bishops of the Church in Scotland, on the 
one part, and by Bishop Seabury on the oth- 
er, the articles of which are to serve as a 
Bond of Union between the Catholic Re- 
mainder of the antient Church of Scotland, 
and the now rising Church in the State of 
Connecticut. * Of this Concordate, a copy 
is herewith sent for your satisfaction ; and 
after having duly weighed the several arti- 
cles of it, we hope you will find them all 
both expedient and equitable, dictated by a 
spirit of Christian meekness, and proceed- 
ing from a pure regard to regularity and 
good order. As such we most earnestly 
recommend them to your serious attention, 
and, with all brotherly love, intreat your 
hearty and sincere compliance with them.— 
A Concordate thus established in mutual 
good faith and confidence, will, by the bles- 
iug of Gop, make our Ecclesiastical Union 
firm and lasttng; and we have no other de- 
sire but to render it conducive to that peace, 
and agreeable to that truth, which it ever has 
been, and shall be, our study to seek after 
and cultivate. And may the Gop of peace 
grant you tobe likeminded: May He, who 
is the great High Priest of our profession, the 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, prosper 
these our endeavours for the propagation of 
his Truth and Righteousness: May he gre- 
ciously accept our imperfect services, grant 
success to our good designs, and ‘make his 
Church to be yet glorious upon earth, and 
the joy of alllands. To his divine benedic- 
tion, we heartily commend you,your Flocks, 
and your labours, and are, 
Reverend Sirs, 
Your affectionate brethren 
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and fellow-servants in Christ, 
LOBER'T KILGOUR, Bishop & Primus. 
ARTHUR PETRIE, Bishop, 
JOHN SKINNER, Bishop. 
Aberdeen, Nov. 15th, 1784. 


MEDICAL. 
From the London Medical Intelligencer. 


ObSERVATIONS on the DISEASES OF PROFES- 
sioss: By Dr. Goss, of Geneva. 

The employment in which a man habitual- 
ly engages exerts a most material influence 
en his form and constitution. His protession 
stamps indelibly its own image upon his cor- 
porezl, as wellas mentalframe. Some trades 
act upon the whole person, others impress 
¢ peculiar character on some important or- 
gan, and disturb ifsfunctions. ‘The different 
powers of mind undergo, also, a correspond- 
ing change. The eyes are injured in cases 
where much straining, or a strong light, is re- 
quired, or where noxious or dusty particles 
#re constantly ap; lied to them. The hear- 
ing is injured in cases where the workman 
carries on his occupation in the midst of 
roise and tumult. Thus, also, in other cas- 
es, the smell, the taste, and the touch, are 
impaired, 

The sensibility, also, becomes morbid in 
artizans who work at sedentary employ- 
ments, or amidst noxious exhalations, or in 
¢ituations where a_yery high temperature is 
eniployed. Sudden or long-continuved exer- 
tion, as in runners, dancers, X&c. frequen‘ly 
injures the part which is thus used. 

We need not specify the numerous cases 
in which the digestive organs suffer from the 
employment in which the individuel is en- 
geged. The urinary organs, and the actions 
of the skin, are, in like manner, often in- 
jored, 

With respect to the lungs, these parts are 
often materially disorganized by peculiar em- 
ployments. Noxious vapours, and especial- 
ly the different kinds of dust which accom- 
pany certain trades, are often very deleteri- 
ous. Miilers, bakers, f'ax-dressers, and those 

ngaged in similar occupations, are peculiar- 
ly liable to diseases of the lungs. 

How much too, are the actions of the 
heart, and the circulating system interfered 
with, by the anxieties which attend upon 
the exercise of some of the professions! 

Eruptive diseases are produced by other 
occupations. ‘I: jlors, grocers, warehouse- 
men, chimney-sweepers, &c. prove this fact. 

Numerous examples are given in proof of 
the positions which are here laid down, and 
Dr. G. then proceeds to show by similar de- 
jails Low the mind, or its different faculties, 
are injured by peculiar professions. 
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These details form but a melancholy pic- 
ture of the consequences of that necessity 
for labour, which nature seems to have im- 
posed upon mankind. Well may the years 
of man be numbered, if the employment by 
which he lives thus sows the seeds of death : 
but when such consequences follow any po- 
sition, we are naturally led to ask whether 
the position be really proved. We appre- 
hend that, in many respects, it is not. The 
days of man are, indeed, numbered; and, 
yet, we feel that labour is so congenial to 
his health and happiness, that we are con- 
strained to look further than the mere difler- 
ence in the kind of labour for the cause of 
this death of the body. We think that this 
cause may be found. It has been long our 
opinion, that the body would not decay at 
the end of three score years and ten, if the 
health had been previously and uniformly 
‘ew men die from a decay of the gen- 
eral system, most of our modern iunprove- 
nents in medicine being founded on the fact 
that diseases of the general system are pre- 
ceded, or accompanied, by an unsoundness, 
or a diseased state of some particular organ ; 
and thus, by the same rule, we can conceive 
how the future death of man may have been 
irrevocably determined by the slight, but con- 
stant irritation which is kept up by a seem- 
ingly unimportant disorganization of some 
part, arising, perhaps, in childhood, from the 
ignorance of nurses or of parents. All phy- 
sicians, ancient as well as modern, have said 
that the body of every person contains some 
weak or unsound part, and we believe it. It 
is the constant effect of this weakened part 
to impede the free actions of the constitu- 
tion, and this leads slowly, but certainly to 
death. Infants, however, are rarely born 
with those unsound organs. A predisposi- 
tion to them, indeed, is often transmitted by 
hereditary descent, but an exciting cause is 
always necessary to bring this predisposition 
into action, and, if we could learn how to 
bring up our children in perfect and robust 
health, we should teach them, not only how 
to brave mest of the exciting causes of se- 
vere diseases, as savages do, but the delete- 
rious influences of most professions -in civil- 
ized life would be equally set at naught.— 
Nightmen would bear with impunity the oc- 
casional inhalation of noxious gases, apd 
chimney-sweepers the contact of irritating 
dirt. Itis, therefore, the previous state of 
unsound health which gives effect to the ma- 
jority of these canses of discase, and it is only 
to be regretted that the world is not yet suf- 
ciently enlightened to see the cause of these 
evils, with sufficient clearness to prevent the 
consequences which arise from them, as fre- 
quently, as we have no doubt, will one day 
be accomplished, 
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FROM THE SAME, 


Diamonds have been found in a rivulet in 
Ireland. If Prince Rupert’s drops be explod- 
ed in a decanter of water, by breaking off 
the tail, the exploding force is sufficient to 
break the decanter. Pyroligneous acid is 
very efficaceous in preserving vegetables ;— 
and we may add, animal matter also. Sub- 
carbonate of ammonia becomes modorous, 
on exposure to the atmosphere; and Mr. 
Phillips finds, that the pungent odour arises, 
from an exhalation of carbonate.cf ammonia, 
which continues, til] an inodorous bicarbon- 
ate only, is left. A new alcali, called Del- 
phine, is found in the Del]phinium Staphisa- 
grea, combined with malic acid; it is ex- 
tracted in the same manner as morphium is. 
Dr. Thomas has found, that the best way of 
chrystallizing acetate of ammonia, and other 
similar salts, is, to enclose a concentrated so- 
Jution, in a shallow dish, over a plate of sul- 
phuric acid, in the exhausted receiver of an 
airpump. ‘A case in which, some of the 
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arsenicated lead shot, commonly used to 
cleanse wine bottles, being, accidentally, 
jammed in at the bottom of the bottle, caus- 
ed the madeira wine, which had been kept 
in it, to produce severe pains in the boieels, 
is recorded in Phil. Mag. liv. 229.°% ‘An 
atmosphere charged with the scent of a large 
quantity of fresh Peruvian bark, was found, 

by Mr. Delpech (Journal de Pharm.) to have 
a febrifuge effect, equal to that of taking the 
bark in substance.” A powder of unknown 
composition, prepared by the Japanese, is 
stated, by Mr. Titsing, from ocular demon- 
stration, to restore the fleribility of a dead 


. body in a few minutes, after having been put 


into the eyes and ears. Dr. Thomson, sus- 
pects, that, the pus, in scorbutic ulcers, is 
** of an acid nature, from the wasting of the 
bones, &c. which occur in that disease.” — 
Earthly concretions of phosphate of lime are 
sometimes spit up, by persons who are not 
consumptive. ‘“ A bony mass, discharged 
by suppuration, from a wen, contained more 
phosphate, and less carbonate of line, than 
human bone.” 


a oe 


Intelligence. 


Religious.—pDoMESTIC. 


Tue American Board of Commissioners 
for foreign missions received during the year 
ending Feb. 1821, the sum of $2,914 82 ets. 
besides about $800 in clothing for American 
Indians. 

A subscription for the establishment of a 
printing press in Western Asia, to be under 
the direction of this Board, has been set on 
foot in Boston. ‘The sum contemplated to 
be raised is $3000 per annum for 5 years. 
Thirteen Gentlemen have each subscribed 
$100 per annum, and several others have de- 
clared themselves ready to subscribe $50 
each, so that two thirds of the sum required 
may be considered already pledged. 


The treasurer of the American Bible So- 
ciety acknowledges the receipt of $1500, 
during the month ending 21st of February. 
The issues from the depository during the 
same month amounted to $1931. 


PROFESSOR TURNER’S REPORT. 


To the Trustees-of sthe Theological Semina- 
ry of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
GENTLEMEN, 
Tne first ‘term of study in the Theologi- 
cal Seminary having come to a close, the 
professor begs leave respectfully to report : — 
That he entered on the duties of his office 
on the 7th day of September last, and since 
that time has pursued with the pupils of the 


Institution, the following course of studies. 
The Criticism of the Greek and Hebrew 
Texts, comprehending accounts of the most 
important versions and editions of the Bible, 
together with discussions on the Vowel 
Points, Targums, Talmuds, &c.—All those 
parts of Jewish Antiquities which tend to tl- 
lustrate the Pentateuch :—The Pentateuch 
itself, which has been carefully read in the 
Septuagint version, and compared with the 
Hebrew text ; the variations having been in 
general pointed out, and where it was found 
practicable, accounted for. Besides various 
Commentators and Critics, the works of 
Marsh, Prideaux, Gray, and Jennings, have 
been used as te xt books. 


The constant occupation of his time has 
prevented the Professor from being able to 
prepare many written Lectures. It has been 
his care, however, always to accompany the 
recitations with remarks designed to illus- 
trate the subject; and he has read to the 
Students several discussions, curious as well 
as useful, translated from the Latin of Bo- 
chart. In consequence of the impessibility 
of obtaining suitable Hebrew Grammars, the 
students have made but little progress in 
that language. Two of them Messrs. Schroe- 
der, and W. L. Johnson, had prosecuted it 
to a considerable extent before they entered 
the Seminary. 

In addition to those studies, some of the 
pupils have read Pearson om the Creed. 
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Their wish to pursue Systematic Theology 
at this time, was acceded to, from the con- 
sideration that they had been pursuing stu- 
dies in divinity between one and two years 
before they entered the Seminary, and were 
apprehensive lest they should not be able to 
continue in it long enough to complete its 
regular course. 

The Students have also attended the in- 
struction of the Rt. Rev. Bishop Brownell, 
since his residence in New Haven, in the 
department of Composition and Pulpit Elo- 
quence. 

At the opening of the Institution, nine 
students attached themselves to it, viz. Da- 
vid Botsford, A. B. of the diocese of Con= 
necticut ; Augustus L. Converse, A. M. New 
York; John M. Garfield, A. B. Connecticut ; 
Richard Haughton, A. B. Connecticut; Be- 
net L. Glover, A. B. Connecticut ;. William 
L. Johnson, A. B. and Samuel R. Johnson, 
A. B. New York ; Seth B. Paddock, A. B. 
Connecticut ; and Frederick Schroeder, A. 
B. Maryland. Since that time there have 
been added, Robert Croes, A. B. of New Jer- 
sey ; on the 18th September; Francis Rut- 
ledge, A. B. South Carolina, on the 19th; 
Mr. Lemuel Hull, of Connecticut, on the 
22d; Peter Van Pelt, A. B. of Pennsylvania, 
on the 26th; and Franceway R. Cossit, of 
Mew Hampshire, on the first of November. 
I regret to be obliged to add, that Mr. Van 
Pelt, whose general state of health is very 
delicate, became too unwell to pursue his 
studies, and left New Haven for his resi- 
dence in Philadelphia, about three weeks a- 
go. Mr. Cossit also was obliged to set out 
on a journey to North Carolina, before the 
end of the term, and obtained leave of ab- 
sence. 

I am Gentlemen, 
with great respect, 
your obedient servant, 
SAML. H. TURNER. 
New Havtn, Dec. 14, 1820. 
GENERAL EPISCOPAL SEMINARY. 

** Ow the evening of the 2nd of January, 
a meeting was convened by the Trustees of 
the Seminary belonging to Pennsylvania, in 
Philadelphia, for the purpose of devising the 
best means for carrying into effect, the views 
of the General Convention, relating to the 
ebject. Upwards of 50 of the principal Epis- 
copalians attended. Bishop White opened 
the meeting, by an address on the subject, 
and was followed at some Jength, by Mr. 
Reed. After some discussion, it was unan- 
imously resolved to choose twelve laymen, 
who, in conjunction with the Pennsylvania 
Trustees, should constitute a board of agents. 
They are to divide themselves into commit- 
tees, to collect subscriptions, and appoint 
conunittees for the same purpose, through- 


out the State. The Rev. Mr. Carter, of 
Trenton, has commenced a mission into the 
States of Maryland and Virginia, for promot- 
ing the same objeet.” 

ORDINATIONS. 

On Wednesday the 20th December, at ap 
ordination held by the Rt. Rey, Bishop Ho- 
bart, at St. John’s Church, Yonkers, the 
Rev. John Grigg, was admitted to the order 
of Priests. Sermon by the Rev. Henry J. 
Felius; Rector of St. Stephens, New-York. 

On the 22d day of October, the Right 
Rev. Bishop Hobart held an Ordination in 
St. Ann’s Church, Brooklyn, and admitted 
the Rev. W. Barlow, Deacon, Minister of 
St. John’s Church, Canandaigua, to the holy 
order of Priests. Morning prayer was con- 
dacted, and an appropriate exhortation de- 
livered, by the Rev. Henry U. Onderkonk, 
Rector of St. Ann’s. 

In St. Michael’s Church, in Bristol, on 
Sunday 4th March, the Rev. Stephen H. 
Tyng, of Boston, and the Rey. Silas Blais- 
dell, of New-Hampshire, were admitted by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, to the Ho- 
ly Order of Deacons; attending Clergy, the 
Rev. Dr. Jarvis, of Boston, Rev. Mr. Searle, 
of New-Hampshire, and Rev. Professor Ad- 
ams, of Providence. Sermon by the Rev. 
Dr. Jarvis. 

CONSECRATIONS. 

On the 24th of August last, the new and 
commodious Church at Ripton, Huntingdon, 
was consecrated by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Brownell, by the name of St. John’s Church. 

The Bishop also consecrated St. John’s 
Church at Washington, on the 14th of Oc- 
tober last. 





FOREIGN. 
From Franee. 

Tne Imperial and Royal Divan has ad~ 
journed their meeting from T'roppau in Sile- 
sia, to Laybach in Carinthia, and were to 
meet on the 6th of Jan. The Emperor 
Francis arrived there the 6th, and the Em- 
peror Alexander was expected the 7th.— 
The King of Naples was at Vicenza, on the 
3d, on his way to Laybach; and probably 
arrived there in due season. On his landing 
in the dominions of Austria, he is said to 
have written letters to the sovereigns of 
France, England, Austria, Russia, and Prus- 
sia, explaining his views of the political sit- 
uation of his kingdom. As he was then free 
of duress, his information could not fail to 
make an impression on his brother monarchs. 
It was added, that Ferdinand of Spain, had 
also been invited to be present at the Con- 
gress ;—that the Ministers to it from all the 
nations would be augmented, and that France 
would be represented there by the Marquis 
Victor de Caraman, and Counts de Blacas, 
td de la Ferronnays:—that the Coprts of 
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Rome, Modena, Florence, Lucca, and Tu- 
rin, had been invited to send Ministers ;— 
and it was added that the Prince Ruffo, the 
Neapolitan Minister in Austria, and celebrat- 
ed for his hostility to the revolution in Na- 
ples, would be also received at the Congress. 
There can be no doubt that the questions to 
be settled at Laybach, will be highly mo- 
mentous; and if one article, which states 
that Prussia has directed her arniy to be 
placed: on a war establishment, be true, this 
Congress will prove merely a cover for the 
measures of aggression on the independence 
of nations. 

. Conspiracies, and rumors of conspiracies, 
were reported to exist in Spain; and that 
things appeared far from being settled. + 

Things remained unaltered in England ; 
but much new food for speculation and ex- 
citement was anticipated from the approach- 
ing meeting of Parliament. 

CONGRESS OF TROPPAU. 

Tue conference at Troppau, (says the 
Austrian official Gazette of Dec. 23) began 
by mutual declarations between the three 
allied monarchs, on the view which they en- 
tertained of the situation of the kingdom of 
Naples. Ii appears that a unanimous con- 
viction was entertained by the allied sover- 
eigns that the. revolution of Naples was 
brought about by a fanatica] sect, and exe- 
cuted by insurgent soldiery, and has caused 
the overthrow of all good government, and 
substituted in its place a government of an- 
archy and confusion, which is in opposition 
to the principles of good order, justice, and 
morality; and that the other Italian States, 
and the peace of Europe, have been jeopar- 
dized by their wicked proceedings. Unani- 
mously convinced of those truths, the allied 
sovereigns have concluded to unite their 
forces to dissolve the actual political state of 
the kingdom of the two Sicilies, which has 
no legitimate basis. At the same time, the 
allied monarchs will not take this step, un- 
less the extreme state of the case requires it ; 
they will omit no means to bring about the 
former state of affairs without resorting 
to force. 

CHRISTIAN JEWS. 

Ir is stated thst a body of Christian Jews 
have lately been discovered in Persia, in the 
province of Hedesbegan, in Mesopotamia. 
Their whole number is about ten thousand. 
They have an archbifhop and three bishops. 
The archbishop resides at Mosul ; one of the 
bishops at Chorasbad ; another at Meredeen, 
three day’s journey from Mosul: and the 
third at Diarbekir. By the Mahomedans 
they are called Nazarenes, by the Arab Syr- 
ians ; but among themselves Mbraim, or Beni 
Israel ; which name denotes their relation to 
the ancient Jewish Christian Church, as 


does also their language ; the Lord’s Prayer 
and the Apostle’sCreed being very like to the. 
original Hebrew. They have no connection 
whatever with the Greek or RomanChurches. 

“* They hold to the doctrine of the Trinity 
in Unity ; and declare Jesus Christ to be the 
way, the truth, and the life—They acknowl- 
edge only the two sacraments, but both in 
the full sense and import of the Protestant 
Church.” 

** They have, at Chorasbad, a largeChurch, 
nearly of the size and appearance of the. 
Scotch Kirk at Madras, which isa fine build- 
ing.” For fear of the Mahomedans, they 
meet for public worship between the hours 
of five and seven on Sunday mornings, and 
in the evening between six and eight. 

*“ The country is said to be covered with 
gardens, abounding with a great variety of 
fruits. The men are chiefly engaged in cal- 
tivation, and the women in spinning.” 

Within the last ten years, separate schools 
have been established for boys and girls, in 
which are taught the four Gospels, the 
Psalms, and other books. ° The scholars are 
taken to church morning and evening. 

New-York Advertiser. 
ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

*“ Two venerable Prelates of the English 
Church, the Bishops of Winchester and Bris- 
tol, have expired within the last few weeks. 
The former is succeeded in his diocese by 
the Bishop of Lincoln, and the latter by the 
Rev. Jolin Kaye, D. D. Master of Christ Col- 
lege, Cambridge, and Regius Professor of 
Divinity in that University. 

‘he Rey. Richard Mant, D. D. domestic 
chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
has been promoted to the Bisboprick of Kil 
laloe.” — 

ROME. 

Ir appears that his holiness the Pope in 
consequence of the march of the Austrian 
troops into the papal territory, assembled a 
conclave of Cardinals, and submitted te 
them the question, whether a representative 
Constitution should uot be granted to the 
States of the Church. On a division it was 
carried against a Constitution by a majority 
of three. —_ 

METHODIST MEETING. 

A large Conference of Wesleyan Metho- 
dists met at Liverpool, (Eng.) in the month 
of July last. The number of preachers as- 
sembled ou this occasion amounted to 300 ; 
among which were, the Rey. Mr. Tobias, 
from the Irish Conference ; Rev. Mr. Emery 
from the American Conference; Rev. Mr. 
Leigh, who had just arrived from New South 
Wales; and Rev. Mr. Cook from France. It 
appeared from the reports made at this Con- 
ference, that the body of Methodists in Eng- 
land had sustained a considerable diminu- 










































AP RDEN S Fa 


rey aps 








—- 


= 


a 


a 


100° Poetry. 


tion during the last year ; and although reth- 
ing is stated as to the condition of the Meth- 
odists in this country in the minutes before 
us, the fact is, if our memory serves us, that 
an equal if not greater diminution was re- 
ported at the last General Conference ;— 
the cause of which was, as was then stated, 
the circulation of licentious, infidel publica- 
tions. At the British Conference, Southey’s 
life of Wesley was ** decidedly disapproved 
and censured, both as unjust in its represen- 
tations of the character of Wesley, and cal- 
culated to do much injury to vital piety.” 
A Mr. Watson was appointed by the Con- 
ference to review it, and a vote passed ‘* re- 
questing Dr. A. Clarke to write a life of Rev. 
J. W. suited to the present time and-circum- 
stances.» What sort of a life this must be, 
we leave it for the Dr. to decide; for our- 
selves we highly approve of Southey’s pub- 
lication, and are persuaded that, (notwith- 
standing Mr. W’s review and Dr. A’s life,) 
it will operate as a powerful check to the 


progress of superstition and fanaticism. If 


the zeal of Methodists in making proselytes 
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be not diminished, their prudence will, we 
trust, be increased, their addresses to the 
animal passions will be less vehement, and 
their converts will become more sober chris- 
tians, and better men. Before finishing this 
article we cannot but notice an incident, 
which took place at the British Conference 
at Liverpool, which must have produced a 
ludicrous effect. Mr, Leigh from New Zea- 
land, ** displayed a mat which was made by 
the savages, and was of the description which 
they usually wear. Throwing it on his 
shoulders, after the manner of the natives, 
he exhibited a grotesque appearance, and 
stood before the people in the attire and at- 
titude of barbarous majesty, which at once 
exacted tears and excited smiles’! This is 
somewhat in the Harlequin style, and more 
becoming a mountebank, than a Preacher of 
the gospel. This mixture of the jocund 
with the serious must have destroyed, one 
would suppose, all the sole smnity of the oc- 
casion, have turned it into burle ‘sque, and 
have exacted no tears, except those of 
grief at the folly of the exhibiter. 
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SACRED MELODY. 


** Jam the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 
Str. Jomn, xiv. 6. 
Txov art the Way—and he who sighs, 
Amid this starless waste of wo, 
To find a pathway to the skies, 
A light from Heaven’s eternal glow, 
By thee must come thou gate of love, 
Through which the saints undoubting trod ; 
Till Faith discovers, like the Dove, — 
An Ark, a resting place in Gop. 


Thou art the Truth—whose steady day 
Shines on through earthly blight and bloom 
The pure, the everlasting ray, 
‘The lamp that shines e’en in the tomb ; 
The light that out of darkness springs, 
And guideth those that blindiy go ; 
The word whose precious radiance lings, 
_ its lustre upon all below. 


Thou art the life—the blessed well, 
With living waters gushing o’er, 

Which those that drink shall ever dwell! 
Where sin and thirst are known no more ; 


Thou art the mystic pillar giv’n 
Our lamp by night our light by day ; 

Thou art the sacred bread from Heav’n ; 
Thou art the Life—the Truth—the Ww ay. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
GENTLEMEN— 

If you think the following lines will not 
take from the merit of your respectable maga- 
zine you will please to insert them and oblige 

A young Churchman. 


A REFLECTION AT SUNSET. 


I saw re radiant God of day 
Descending in the glowing west ; 
I mark’d his last expiring ray, 
As low he sank to seeming rest. 


Although he had his chariot driven, 
Beyond the hills, to ocean’s bed, 

A glow divine iflumin’d heaven 
And o’er the scene a lustre shed. 


So when the Christian’s race is run, 
Though low he slumbers in the ground, 
His virtues, like the setting sun, 
Shall shed a heavenly lustre round. 


Frratam.—Page 77 and on the running tile of the next page, for ** Acts xxvii.” read 
** Acts xxiv.” 





